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GENERAL HISTORY OF THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNICA.

TIONS.

PREF AOE.
Candid Reader :

\n appearing before you for the first time, in a matter so new, >

Btrange, and yet of so much importance—feeling that I have a duty
to perform of no ordinary character, and being aware that the thun-
der-bolts of ignorance, superstition and incensed priestcraft, will be
hurled at my luckless head, while the epithets of infidel impostor an l

money grasper, will be used by those who listen to nothing but what
iheir ancestors believed in. whose zeal for their own particular creeds
cause them to shut their eyes to ail candid investigation.

But we are convinced that we are right, therefore we will, by the

help of an ever guiding Providence, and the encouragement of nu-
merous friends, backed by the opinions and researches of all seienu-

fie .. en who have given the subject a fair investigation.

Seeing then, that we have the men of improvement and progress
on our side, and feeling an inward consciousness of right. We,
therefore, unawed by the sneers and scoflsof the would be wise, fin?

dertake the arduous task with cheerfulness—leaning, however, upon
the solid, sublime and Omnipotent grandeur of everlasting truth.

We know that we will meet with opposition, and we know from
whence it will come ; but we care not for them, they possess the spi-

rit that burned in chains a Jerome and a Huss, and that bound a Rod-
gers to the stake—that prompted Christian Puritans to hang Quakers,
and whip Baptists, because they did not believe as they did. Tha{
same spirit would revive the inquision with all its horrors. This clas-

are always ready to denounce any new discovery that will conflict

with their own self-conceited and narrow contracted views. It was
so when Gallileo discovered the earth's revolution on its axis, and
when Harvey discovered the circulation of the blood, and when Dj

Jenner invented the present mode of vaccination. This same spirit

of proscription, has been still manifested step by step down to the

present day. It lias opposed and sneered at the application of steam
power by Fulton, and continues to scoiT at the brilliant science or

phrenology, that is now spreading every where with a power that can .
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not be successfully resisted, with a living energy that can never die,.

These men have said that the bslievers in spiritual communica
lions should all be hung

; )
ret they claim to be the meek and lowlt

followers of him who returned good for evil, and exclaimed with hi

dying breatn "Father, forgive them ; they know not what they do ;

These we do not expect to convince, nor are we aware that they
would make very valuable converts if we did.

There are others in community, and this class are numerous, who
believe in Spiritual Communications, but are too much afraid of pop
ular opinion to utter their convictions, or let the world have the ben-

efit of their researches.

But as these Divine Revelations are ushering in, a new day seem^
to dawn. The Maifestations are spreading in many places, and bold
spirits are found every where, who are not afraid to own the truth

wherever found.

Knowing that "'truth is mighty, and must prevail." we will, there-

fore continue to investigate ttis subject, in spite of the scoffs and
sneers of brazen faced ignorance,
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INTRODUCTION,
IN presenting this work to the public we are aware of the unpop-

ularity oi the subject with part of community, but we are also aware

that those who cry humbug and collusion, know nothing about it —
not having given the subject one sober thought in the investigation

thereof : therefore, their opinions are worth nothing.

Onr object in preparing a General History of Mysterious commu-
nications, is to give the reader the particulars of the matter, and an

account of the Manifestations in different places all at one glance.

Several books on this subject have already been published, descri-

bing it in its particular localuies, bin the progress of the Manifesta-

tions, now multiplying and spreading elsewhere. require that the facts

&bou!d be gathered in one book. This we will try to do, and in doing

so we shall freely select from any aheady publirdied work that may
be necessary, in laying before the public a general history. We wish

to make the history as full and authentic as possible, that the proof-

may be clear and positive, as the lacts here related are of that nature

that we cannot expect men to believe without the most positive evi-

dence.
We have for oursslves closely and skeptically examined these Ma-

nifestations, and have come to the conclusion, that they are spiritual.

We contend that the particular sounds cannot be imitated by machi-
nery, nor the answers given, by any process other than by spirits.

We piece too high an estimate upon the perfect wcrkings of the

laws of nature asset in motion by the * ; Great Spirit. " which pervades,

encompasses and governs all things, to attribute the beautiful and
fast spreading fact, proving a direct influx of spiritual substances into

the wo) Id, to any thing more or less than another link in the great

chain of nature's laws which is but just developing itself to man. The
why of its appearance just at this time, or the reason why it has not

become more extensively Known before, we areas unable to tell as

we should be to tell ivhy all the great discoveries in science were not
made known to man at once, instead of wailing the slow develope-
ment of the intellect of man, and thus prepare him for the gradual
reception of the mighty changes which have taken place from the

early stages of human developement to the present time. As the
earth was not formed in a few short years in its present state of geo-
logical developements, so man has not all at once sprang to his pre-
sent state of refinement and knowledge. Gradual growth in the re-

tining process, seems to be the universal law of nature.

As this is a subject upon which the world seems at the present time
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to be bestowing an unusual amount of attention, it may not be nil-

profitable for the reader and ourselves to spend some little time in the*

examination, to see if all the strange facts related in the following

pages may not be rational and possible, if not highly probable even
to the most skeptical.

The great difficulty in the way of such minds as before intimated,

is the great break in the chain between tangible and (to us) intangible

substance. The fact that men could not. in a normal state, see the

more refined substance to which «\ve give the name'spirit, has led the-

ologians to declare that there was an existence, not only intangible,

but absolutely something beyond, and entirely separate from matter.

Men of philosophical minds, not having positive proof of spiritual

existence, have discovered this glaring inconsistency, and rejected e-

very theory offered in favor of any existence beyond the decay of the

visible body. But the developments of the last few years in Clair-

voyance and Psychological science, have convinced many of the

skeptics in regard to future existence, that there is an identity of

spirits of persons who have passed on beyond this state of existence

In regard to the facts presented in the following pages, they will be

accompanied with proof too positive and conclusive to need a word
in this connection in vindication of their truth. The idea of a fraud

so extensively entered into by persons whose integrity has never

been impeached—without any apparent motive—with great annoy-*

ance to themselves-—without compensation in a pecuniary sense,

would be far more mysterious and unaccountable, than to admit it to

be just what it purports. It will also be borne in mind, that in this

case, those who first heard these sounds, were not only subject to all

the annoyance of visiters of all kinds and classes, but they were made
the subjects of ridicule, and slanders were rife against their honesty

in this matter, and the grossest insinuations against their moral char-

acter. As it spread from house to house and from one neighborhood

to another, the abuse of the first became somewliat modified, and it

was divided on all who would not shut their eyes and ears to the fact

transpiring around them. Since the public investigations that havete-

ken place upon the subject, many have become convinced of the fact

that the persons in whose presence the manifestations are made, have

no agency in producing them, at least to their own knowledge, and

we trust that the effect of this work may be clear to all those who
have been falselyj accused of fraud and deception. It is with

this view that many of our friends and the friends of those to whom
it first appeared, have urged us to go forward with this work. If we
should accomplish this, it woull not be among the least of the objects

for which we labor.
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If there are any, who, after carefully weighing the tetimony here

*et forth, still discredit it, let them come forward, investigate and
prove'to the world that it is a deception, and how it is done, and all

candid men will ackndwledge themselves greatly indebted thereby.

If they fail in proving it to be a deception, let them give a better and
more philosophical solution of the phenomena, and place the world

'mder lasting obligations to them,



CHAPTER L

HISTORY OF THE FIRST APPEARANCES OF THE "MYSTERIOUS SOUNDS 77
III

THE TOWN OF ARCADIA, WAYNE COUNTY, NEW-YORK.

"The times have been
That when the brains were out the man would die,

And there an end :—but now they rise again

With twenty mortal murders on their crowns,
And push us from our seats. This is more strange

Than such a murder is !"

The first well authenticated history that we have of the sounds na

unaccountable to those who have heard them, was in a house occu-

pied by Mr. Michael Weekman. in a little village known by the

name of Hydesville, in the town (township) of Arcadia, Wayne Co.

He resided in the house for about eighteen months, and left some-
time in the year 1847. Mr. Weekman makes the statement in sub-

stance as follows : That one evening about the time of retiring, he

heard a rapping on the outside door, and what was rather unusual for

him, instead ol familiarly bidding them "come in," stepped to the

door and opened it; ile had no doubt of finding some one who wish-

ed to come in, but, to his surprise found no one there. He went back

and proceeded to undress, when, just before getting into bed, he heard

another rap at the door, loud and distinct. He stepped to the door

quickly and opened it, but, as before, found no one there. He stepped

out and looked around, supposing that some one was imposing on

him. He could discover no one, and went back into the house. Af-

ter a short time he heard the rapping again, and stepped up (it being

often repeated) and held on to the latch, so that he might ascertain

if any one had taken that means to annoy him. The rapping was re-

peated, the door opened instantly, but no one was to be seen ! He
states that he could feel the jar of the door very plainly when the

rapping was heard. Ashe opened the door he sprung out and went

around the house, but no one was in sight. His family were fearful

to have him go out lest some one intended to harm him. It always
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remained a mystery to him, and finally as the rapping did not contin-

ue at that time, passed from his mind, except when something of

the same nature occurred to revive it.

They were at one time disturbed by a manifestation of a different

nature, which might be thdiigut more incredible than the former, had
not facts proved, that such occurrences were common in the famil-

ies where the first class of manifestations are heard. One night their

little girl, then about eight years of age, was heard to scream from
fright, so that the family .vere alarmed by her cries, and went to her

assistance. This was about midnight. She told them that some-
thing like a hand had passed over her face and head ; that she fell it

on the bed and all ever her, but did. not become so much alarmed
uutil it touched her face. It seemed cold, and so badly had she been
frightened, that it was along time before she could lell the cause of

her alarm. It was several days beiore she could be induced to go in-

to the same room to sleep.

All this might have occurred, and been only "the idle fabric of a

dream :
;
' and we should be inclined to the belief that such waB-tbe

case, had we r.ot had the most conclusive evidence that such mani-
festations were quite common, not only in that house, but in various

other where any of these strange occurrences have happened.
We hear nothing more of Mr. Weekman being disturbed by the

lapping or other manifestations, or there being any thing of the kind

with that excep'io:/, until after the house was occupied by the family

of Mr. John D. Fox. It was reserved to that family to be the instru-

ments of communicating to the world, or to this part of it, this most
singular affair. They were the ones who first, as if by accident, found

out that there was an intelligence manifest d even in this rapping,

which at first appeared nothing more than an annoying and unac-

countable noise.

The family of Mr. Fox, were well known in the neighborhood
where they resided. Mr. and Mrs. Fox were connected with the Me-
thodist Episcopal Church, of which they had for many years been
exemplary members, and had sustained a character unimpeaehabla
for truth and veracity No one who knew them had the least suspi-

cion of their honesty or truthfulness. At the time these occurrences

first took place in the family, there were living with the parents three

daughters, the youngest about twelve years of age.

There are, probably, few families in which such an occurrence

could have taken place, where it would have created a greater de-

gree of surprise and fear than in this one. They were entirely nnac-

quainted with the history of any similar occurrence in the world, and
brought up in the common routine of religious belief, they were, a*,
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in fact all the world really was and still is, entirely unprepared fqr

such a development of the power of spirits to make themselves
known to us by sounds or other ways.
From the family we gather the following facts, which are in sub-

stance the same as those embodied in a pamphlet publish3d just af-

ter the first manifestations at their house.

They moved into the house (formerly occupied by Mr. Weekman)
in the early part of the month of December, 1847, and first heard the
sounds in the latter part of March 1848. The sounds first appeared
to be a slight knocking in one of the bed-rooms on the floor. When
the rapping was heard,they lelt a tremulous motion or jar on the floor,

and distinctly felt it while in bed. This feeling has been observed by
most persons who have examined the subject and heard the sounds.

The best idea we maybe able to give of the feeling, is to say that it

very nearly rest mbies the application of a galvanic battery to whatev-

er you stand uf>on. The jar seems more of that nature than that of a

stroke from -any tangible substance. The first time they heard it, was
jln the evening just after they had retired. The whole family occupied

at that time the same room, and al) distinctly heard the rapping. They
arose and searched with a light to find the cause of the noise, which
continued all the time they were searching, and near the same spot.

It continued that night until they all fell asleep, which was not till

nearly or quite midnight. From this time the noise continued to be

heard every night.

In the evening of the 31st of March, they concluded to call in the

neighbors, the noise still continuing. At this time none, of the family

had ever noticed it in the day time. On the evening above alluded to

(31st of March) they retired very early, as they had been disturbed and
broken ol their rest for several nights in vain attempts to discover from
whence the sounds proceeded. They thought that this night they

would not be disturbed by it, whatevet it was.

Mr Fox had not retired when the sounds commenced. The girls

who occupied another bed in the same room, heard the sounds and
endeavored to imitate them by snapping their fingers. The attempt
was fiist made by the youngest girl, then about 12 years old. When
she made the noise with her fingers, the sounds were repeated just as

many times as she'made them. The sound was not like that which
she made/only the number of raps. When she stopped her fingers,

the sounds stopped for a short time. One of the other girls then said

in sport, do what I do: count one, two, three, four, five, six" &c, at

the same time striking one hand in the other. The same number ot

blows or pounds, were repeated as in the other case . As this slight

manifestation of intelligence was displayed, she began to be alarmed.
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and desisted from trying any more experiments. Mrs. Fox then said

count ten, and there were ten distinct strokes or rounds; She then said

will you tell the age ofCathy (one of the children ) and it was answer-

by the same number of raps that she was years of aize. In like man-
ner, the age of her different children was told correctly by this unseen

visitor. Mrs. Fox then asked if it was a human being that was ma-
king the noise, and if it was, to manifest it by making the same noise.

There was no sound in answer to this question. She then asked if it

was a spirit, and requested if it was. that it would manifest it by ma-
king two distinct sounds. As soon as she made the request, she heard

the two raps as she desired. She then proceeded to inquire if it was an

injured spirit and to request an answer in the same way, and the rap-

ping was repeated. In this way it answered her until she ascertained

that it purported to be the spirit of a man. and that he was murdered
for his money.- To the question of how old he was, there were thirty

one distinct raps. She also af certained by the same means that he was
a married man, and had eft a wife and five children; that his wife

was dead, and had been dead two years.

After ascertaining so much, she asked the question: "Will the

noise continue if I call in the neighbors V } The answer was by rap*

ping in the affirmative. They then for the first time began to call in

their neighbors, to help, if possible to solve this great mystery.

At first they called in their nearest neighbors, who came thinking

they would have a hearty laugh at the family for being frightened
;

but when the first lady that came in found that the noise, whatever it

might be, could tell the age of herself as well as others, aud give

correct answers to questions on matters of which the family of Mr.Fox
was entirely ignorant, she concluded that there was something beside

a subject of ridicule and laughter in those unseen but audible com
munications. These neighbors insisted on calling in others, who came
and after investigation, were as much confounded as at first.

The family being somewhat alarmed and much fatigued, left the

house for the night. The next day the excitement began to spread,

and the house was filled with anxious seekers for the unknown and
invisible visiter. Through that day and up to that time, there were
no sounds heard in the day time.

On Sunday morning, April 2d, the noise commenced in the day
time, and was heard all that day by all who could get into the house,

as the crowd which came from all quarters, was much greater than

the house would hold. We have heard it estimated, that at one time

there were as many as five hundred people who had gathered to hear

the sounds; so great was the excitement at the commencement of

ihese strange occurrences.
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On Saturday evening, there was a committee appointed to ask
questions and report what the result was, and it was nothing of any
importance differing from what is here related.

As a confirmation of what we have here stated, as being related to

us by the family, we give the following extracts from the testimony of
William Duesler, of Arcadia, and an immediate neighbor of Mr
Fox. at the time of the transaction. This statement was publishei in
a pamphlet by E. E. Lewis, Esq. of Canandaigua. New York, which
contains the testimony of many persons in the neighborhood. Mr.
Duesler says

"I live in this place. I moved from Cayuga County here, last Oc-
tober. I live within a few rods of the house in which these noises
have been heard. The first I heard anything about them, was one
week ago last Friday evening, (31st day of March ) Mrs. Redfield
came over to my house to get my wife to go over to Mr. Fox :

s. Mrs.
Redfield appeared to be very much agitated. My wife wanted I

should go with them, and 1 accordingly went. When she told us
what she wanted us to go for, I laughed at her, an 1 ridiculed the idea
that there was any thing mysterious in it. I told her it was all non-
sense, and that it could easily bo accounted for. This was about 9

o'clock in the evening. There were some twelve or fourteen persons
there when I got into the room. I went into the room and sat down on
the bed. Mr. Fox asked questions, and I heard the rapping which
they had spoken of, distinctly. 1 felt the bedstead jar when the sound
was produced.

Mrs. Fox then asked if it would answer my questions if T asked
any, and if so rap. It then rapped three time^. I then asked if it was
an injured spirit, and it rapped. 1 asked if it had come to hurt any
one who was present, and it did not rap, I then reversed this ques-
tion, and it rapped. I asked if I or my father had injured it, (as we
had formerly lived in the house.) there was no noise. Upon asking
the negative of these questions, the rapping was heard. I then ask-
ed if Mr. ~ (naming -a person who had formerly lived in the
nouse,) had injured it, and if so. to manifest it by rapping, and it

made three knocks louder than common, and at the same time the
bedstead jarred more than it had done before." I then inquired if it

was murdered for money, and the knocking was heard. I then re-

quested it to rap when I mentioned the sum ofmoney for which itfwas
murdered, 1 then asked if it was one hundred, two. "three or four/and
when I came to five hundred the rapping was heard. All in the room
said ihey heard it distinctly. I then asked the question if it was five
hundred dollars, and the rapping was heard.

After this, I went over and got Artemas W. Hyde to come over-
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He came over. I then asked over nearly the same questions as be-

fore, and got the same answers Mr. Redfield went after David Jew-

el and wile, and Mrs. Hyde also came. After they came in, I asked

the same questions over, and again got the same answers. * *

1 then asked it to rap my age^-the number of years of my age. It

rapped thirty times. This is my age, and I do not think any one a-

bout here knew my age except myself and family. I then told it to

rap my wife's age, and it rapped thirty times, which is her exact age)

several of us counted it at the same time I then asked it to rap A.

W. Hyde's age, and it rapped thirty two, which he says is his age
;
he

was there at the time, and counted it with the rest of us. Then Mrs.

A. W. Hyde's age, and it rapped thirty one, which she said was
her age; she was also there at the time. I then continued to ask it

to rap the age of different persons (naming them) in the room, and

it did so correctly, as they all said.

I then asked the number of children in the different families in the

neighborhood, and it told them correctly in the usual way. by rapping,

also the number of deaths that had taken place in the different famil-

ies, and it told correctly. I then asked it to rap its own age, and it

rapped thirty one times distinctly. I then asked it if it left a family

and it rapped. I then asked it to rap the number of children it left, and

rapped five times; then the number of girls, and it rapped three; then

the number of boys, and rapped twice. Before this I had asked it if

it was a man, and it answered by rapping, it was; if it was a ped-

ler, and it rapped.

I then asked in regard to the time it *vas murdered, and in the u-

sual way, Dy asking the different days of the week, and the different

hours of the day; learned that it was murdered on 'fuesday night,

about 12 o'clock. The rapping was heard only when this particular

time was mentioned. When it was asked if it was murdered on a

Wednesday, or Thursday, or Friday night, &c. there was no rapping.

1 then asked if it carried any trunk, and it rapped that it did. Then
how many, and it rapped once. In the sanae way we ascertained

that it had goods in the trunk, and that took them when he

murdered him ; and that he had a pack ofgoods besides.

I asked if its wife was living, and it did not rap. If she was dead,

and it rapped. I then asked it to rap the number of years the wife

had been dead, and it rapped twice. In the same way I ascertained

that its children were now living; that they lived in this State—and
after asking if in such and such county, (naming over the different

counties.) at last when 1 asked if they lived in Orleans county, the

rapping was heard, and at no other time. This was tried over several

times, and the result was always the same.
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I then tried to ascertain the first letters of its name by calling over

the different letters of the alphabet. I commenced with A, and ask-

ed if it was the initial of its sir-name ;
and when I asked if it was R v

the rapping commenced. We then tried ali the other letters, but

could get no answer by the usual rapping I then asked if we could

rind out the whole name, by reading over all the letters of the alpha-

bet, and there was no rapping. 1 then reversed the question, and the

rapping was heard. #...#,•*"* There were a good

many more questions asked on that night by myself and others, which

I do not now remember. They were all readily answered in the same
way. I stayed in the house until about twelve o'clock, and then

came home. Mr. Redneld and Mr. Fox stayed in the house that

night.

Saturday night I went over again, about seven o
:clock. The house

was full of people when I got there. They said it had been rapping

some time. I went into the room. It was rapping in answer to

questions when I went in.

I went to asking questions, and it answered them. Some of

those in the room wanted me to go out and let some one else a?k

the questions. I did so and came home. There were as many as

three hundred people in and around the house at this time, I should

think. Hiram Soverhill, Esq., and Yolney Brown asked it questions

while I was there, and it rapped in answer to them.

I went over again on Sunday, between one and two o'clock, P. M.
I went into the cellar with several others, and had them all leave the

house over our heads : and then I asked if there had been a man bu-

ried in the cellar, to manifest il by rapping, or any other noise or

'eicm. The moment I asked the question, there was a sound like the

falling of a stick about a foot long and half an inch through, on the

floor In the bed-room over our heads. It did not seem to bound at

all; there was but one sound. 1 men asked Stephen Smith to go

right up and examine the room, and see if he could discover the

cause of the noise. He came back and said he could discover noth-

ing—that there was n,o one in the room or in that part of the house. I

then asked two more questions and it rapped in the usual way. We
all went up stairs and made a thorough search, but could find nothing.

I then got a knife and fork and tried to see if I could make the same
noise by dropping them, but I could not. This was all I heard on

Sunday. There is only one floor, or partition or thickness between

the bed-room and the cellar; no place where any thing could be se-

creted to make the noise. When this noise was heard in the bed-

room, I could feel a slight tremulons motion or jar.

* * * On Monday night I heard this noise again

.
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and asked the same questions I did before, and got the same an-

swers. This is the last time I have heard any rapping. I can in no
way account for this singular noise which I and others have heard. It

is a mystery to me which I am wholly unable to solve. I am willing

to testify under oath, that I did not make the noises or rapping which
I and others heard j that I do not know of any person who clid or could

have made them; that I have spent considerable time since then, in

order to satisfy myself as to the caus? of it, but cannot account for it

on any other ground than that it is supernatural I lived in the same
house about seven years ago, and at that time never heard any noiso

es of the kind in and about the premises. I have understood from
Johnston and others, who have lived there before mo-
ved there, that there were no such sounds heard there while they oc-

cupied the house. I never believed in haunted houses, or heard o:

saw any thing but what 1 could account for before : but this I cannot
account for. (Signed.) WILLIAM DUESLER."'

April 12, 1348.

To the same effect is the testimony of the following persons, whose
certificates are published in the- work alluded to, viz ; John D. Fox,
Walter Scotten, Elizabeth Jewell; Lorren Tenney, James Bridge:

Chauncey P. Losey, Benjamin F. Clark, Elizabeth Fox, Vernelia
Culver, William D. Storer, Marvin P. Losey, David S. Fox and Ma-
ry Red field.

These are only a few selected from the immediate neighbors of

Mr. Fox. The certificates of persons who have examined this mai-
ler up to this time, would swell to hundreds and thousands.



CHAPTER II.

CONTINUED HISTORY OF THE EVENTS IN WESTERN NEW-YORK.

We have heretofore spoken only of the progress of the sounds in

jftydesville, in Arcadia. We left them after they had just learned e-

nough of the matter to converse, by getting raps for an affirmative,

and no sound for a negative, and a name or two spelled out by the use

of the alphabet.

Like all new discoveries, this has become more perfect as it has

been investigated and studied into. The mode of communication has

gradually improved. until those who are most familiar with it can with-

out difficulty get long, and correct communications spelled out by the

alphabet.

For sometime the rapping wasconfined to that house, although, as

stated in a former chapter, the family o'Mr. Fox all left the house at

times. While the neighbors were testing the floor and the walls of the

house, and the family entirely away from it, the sounds were heard as

distinctly as ever. We wish this to be distinctly remembered, as it has

often been asserted by persons ignorant of the facts, or willfully mali-

cious, that the sounds were never heard, unles in the presence of two
of the daughters of Mr. Fox. The facts already, stated ant proved, show

that they commenced before that family occupied the house, or lived in the.

neighborhood.

Subsequently, as was the case in the Wesley family, it seemed to

evince a partiality for, or manifest itself more freely in presence of the

two youngest gi, is. Why this was so, they could not tell, nor will we
at presant conjecture. I'p to the time of the first manifestations, none
of the family had ever been magnetized.

It soon began to be heard not only in that house, but in some of

the neighbors' houses also.

Part of Ihe family went to Rochester to reside, and the same sounds

were heard by the portion of the family in that city, while the part

that remained in Hydesville continued to hear them there. By this

time it had been discovered that the different sound
;
or sounds in dif*

(A)
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i-erent places, purported to be the spirits of different persons. Indeed
the proofs pretty soon began to be plain, that they were so, or at least

whatever it was, it had the power of telling the names of persons
entirely unknown to the family, and often reminding them of some-
thing that took place in their own family, of which Mr. Fox's family
could know nothing, unless they had the power to see through their

tho'ts & all space besides, which would be much more strange than
to allow it to be what it purports to be.

Not long after it began to be heard by this family in Rochester, it

began to be heard in other houses in the same city, and among others,

in the house of a Methodist clegyman Rev. A. H. Jarvis, where tha-

same sounds have continued from that time to this, as they have in

other places and houses.
We have received the following statement from the hand of Mr

Jarvis, which we are allowed to publish

:

"There are many facts which have come under m/ observation equally
convincing of the intelligence and utility of the communications from the^e

unseen agents, who I now believe are coniinuaUy about us. and more per-

fectly acquainted with all our ways—and even our thoughts, than we are
with each other. But the fact in reference to my friend Pickard is what
you desire. He was at my house on Friday afternoon, April G, 1S49. Xon<-
of the Fox family was present. While at the tea table we had free commu-
nications on different subjects. Fickard was requested to ask questions. He
desired to know who it was that would answer questions, The answer wes
'•lam your mother Mary Pickard.'' Her name or the fact of her death
was not known to any of us. The next Monday evening he (Pickard) was
at Mr. G— 's and tarried there over night. He there received a commur.'-
cation purporting to be from his mother, saying, <•Your. child is dead " Re
came immediately to my place, and said he should take the stage for home.
Lockport, CO miles distant. He left in the stage at S or 9, A. M. At 12 M.
I returned to my house, my wife meeting me with a telegraph envelope. I

broke the seal and read mentally first,

—

i:Rochsster April, 10th, 1349.
"By telegraph from Lockport,—lo Rev. A. Jarvis, No. 4, West st.

"Teh Mr, Pickard, if you can find him, his child died this morning.—An-
swer. R. MALLORY/ :

_
*'I then read it to my wife, and said this is one of the best and most con-

vincing evidences of the intelligence of those invisible agents, and then I

added—Gods telegraph has outdone Morse's altogether.

Yours truly,

A. H. JARYIS.
"To E. W. Capbos-, Auburn.''

All who have investigated the matter to any great extent, have re-
ceived the most convincing testimony. Several persons who h^e

(B)
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carefully examined this mystery for the last two years, hare kept z.

private journal in which they have entered many of the most singu-
lar occurrences that have come within their personal observation.—

•

Extracts from some of these will be given in another chapter.

Soon after the first excitement in the city of Rochester, we hear of

its manifesting itself in the adjoining towns, as. wejlasin other places

in the city. Among other places the sounds were heard in the house
of a Deacon Hale, of the town of Greece, in Monroe county. He is a
irian well known, and of unimpeachable character,, so far as we
have been able to ascertain, and his candor and honesty as a man, oi

his strict adherence to the principles of the church of which he was a

deacon, have not been called in question.

Another fact in relation to his experience which we deem impor-
tant, is, that he had not aeon or- had any acquaintance with the fami-

ly of Mr. Fox, or any part of them, when they commenced at his-

house, or since that time, and yet he gets the communications as

freely as they or any one else. We are not aware that any of his

family have been placed under the influence of human magnetism.

The manifestations at his house have been varied and singular.

Mr. Lyman Granger, a well known citizen of Roche eter, a mem-
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, has^long been familiar with

these manifestations in his own house and in various places where

he has been. There is one singular fact about the manifestations tc

Mr. Granger, which may bs related in this, place. For a long time

the answers could be obtained by any two of the family standing near

each other; and there was no difference we are informed, in the

freedom of the answers, or particular preference manifested to have

any particular members of the family present. At length one of the

daughters of Mr. Granger, was placed under the influence of magnet-

ism^and became clairvoyant, from that time none of the family

could cet communications unless the daughter who was magnetized

was present. This. is a singular fact, and on3 which in the present

state of knowledge on this seems almost wholly inexplicable. Wh-
ine communication bhould leave all the family except the magneu-

zed daughter, after they once had free conversation without her, re-

mains to be explained.

The daughter does not require to be magnetized m order to hear

ihem, but only to be present. There are a number of other families

in Rochester "who have the same manifestations, some very freely
,

and some only occasionally. _ .

From Rochester and that vicinity, it began to oe heard of in
i

this

city. (Auburn.) and like other places it was for a short time confineu ,

to one .family.
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The first of its being heard in this city was when the yotmgest

-laughter of Mr. Fox visited our boarding house. After she returnee
k was heard for some time in the presence of several who heard the
sounds in her presence, and. in a-few months spread to several famil-
ies, where it has gradually grown more free. Hardly a week pas-
ses without our receiving authentic information of some new place
where these occurrences have commenced. We are informed of six
families in Auburn who hear more or less of the same sounds.

In almost every place where it has commenced, there has been at

first but a few sounds, and generally much more faint than after it I e

comes more common.
It is a very common occurrence in the family and social circles t

be talking of some matter connected with this strange development,
or some kindred subjects, and for all in the room to hear a distinct

rap—perhaps two or three—as if confirming what was said. TL:
is generally the way it commences at new places.

It may be proper here to remark, that persons of any considerable
degree of investigating powers. Btand'in no fear of being deceived, r,-

the sounds have never yet be3n imitated, nor do we believe they can
be. Persons who have heard but little of them, and who have very
vivid imaginations, and large organs of wonder, may, at times, mis-
takesome other sounds for the genuine ones, or those produced
the spirits: but a person who is not over imaginative never.
We state this as it probably will be in many cases said, that it

is some visible cause that produces the sound, and that persons are
deceived; Y\

T

e are aware that these charges have been made by per-
sons at a distance, who have no knowledge whatever of the facte

the case.

The same sounds are heard in several places- within our know
ledge in towns in this vicinity. In fhe-town of Bennett, about six

miles from this city, there is a- lad some twelve years of age, by (he
name of John Beaver, son of Harmon Beaver, -who hears fji

sounds whenever he pleases—whether in doors or out—alone or

..•ompany. They first came to him in the night, while sleeping al .

and greatly alarmed him. With him the sounds are louder, when re-

peated, than with any person we have yet seen. At times when so-

licited, they will be as loud as the striking of a heavy hammer on the
table, floor or fence, or wherever he may stand, or near him. The
same intelligence is displayed in his case that is displayed in olhe
places; This boy has never been under the influence of human mag-
netism, and has no appearance of being at all susceptible.

None of the Misses Foxes have ever been able to get these sound

-

-vhen entirely alone, although they are generally produced when, the

7
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are in company with any other person, yet this boy has them when tie

other person is near, & holds long conversations with his unseen com-
panion. In his presence, too, the phenomena of moving articles of

furniture, touching as with a hand, &c, appears as in other cases.

A few weeks sines a young lady about sixteen years of age

—Miss Harriet Bebee—was in the city and was placed in a

magnetic state in company with Mrs. Tamlin, the well known clair-

voyant of this city. She was also a clairvoyant herself. The
.sounds were heard while they were in that state, and they explain-

ed what spirits made them, and how they made them. Every

time the sounds were heard while they were in the magnetic sleep,

there was a very sensible jar observed in the case of Miss Bebee,

like an electric shock, and in answer to a question, she stated that

at each sound she felt as if there was electricity passing over her

This was not observable when she was brought into the normal state.

She rssides some twenty miles from this city, and has heard the

sounds at pleasure ever since her interview with Mrs. Tamlin.

Several of the persons in whose presence these sounds are heard,

always receive a slight shock, so that there is a slight jar which has

sometimes been so plain as to lead persons ignorant of the facts and

the phenomenon, to accuse them of making it themselves, hi the

case of the boy in Sennett and the Misses Fox, there is no sensation

felt, and no movement perceptible. The same sounds, we are assur-

ed by persons from that place and by the Democrat published there,

are heard in Skaneateles. We have not positive proof of the facts

and make no statement in regard to it farther than the authorities here

given.

These are some of the facts that have come to our knowledge and

are the common property of the community from their being open

and public cases. We know of numerous cases of individuals, who
declare that they have often heard the same sounds, but do not wish

to incur the ridicule and contempt with which they know they must

be visited, if they candidly inform their friends of the facts in the case

and what they know by their own experience. Or they belong to

the church, and the people will not only laugh at them, but that the

church, which is forever prating about the influence of spirits, or the

spirit, will cast them out of its folds if they do not close their ears and
refuse to hear, and their eyes and refuse to see any positive and tan-

gible evidence of what they have so long been talking about with

less proof. They do not feel willing to face the frowns of their indi-

vidual friends, or the anathemas of an organized body whichi
assumes

it to be sinful to investigate any thing new, especially if it be of a

nature to disturb some long cherished principle which they have
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deemed true because they have been told so by their fathers.

We have no such fears. We have the glorious consciousness of

feeling above reputation in the matter, especially if that reputation

must be sustained at the expense of truth and honest convictions, and
received from the vulgar crowd—rich or poor—who look only at the

apparel and pocket of a man— or his professions of a particular faith

in order to be entitled to a reputation from them.
We know of what we speak. We know they are facts—strange,

new, and to many wonderful—and to all, asyet, in a state that defies

the philosophy and theology of the world to explain away, or tell the

laws by which they are governed. Knowing this, we state the facts

to the world unmindful of the sneers of those who know nothing of

the matter, and caring little for the criticisms of those who pretend to

much wisdom in psychological knowledge, or those who with no
pretensions use vulgar and malicious falsehood as the only wesa-

r?ons which they have at hand. We expect all to use such weapons
as they have at command, and those that are in the ditch of igno-

rance will throw the filth thereof, and others will use weapons of dif-

ferent gradations ascending to their positions.

We have an other consciousness, which, without boasting, we
must think contributes greatly to the freedom of thought of any who
occupy it. We are conscious of being bound by no sectarian ties :

we have no padlocks on our lips—no ties to bind our intellect to a

particular circle of thought.

Another proof of the absence of collusion in the matter, is the fact

that it is not confined to any particular dwellings, so that there is no
more a •'•' haunted house"' than a haunted out doors, or a haunted
side-walk, for wherever the persons who seem to be in a right condi-

tion of body to get the communication are, there you will hear the

sounds, whether it be in door or out. This precludes the idea of ma-
chinery for that cjuld not be so suddenly exchanged from one house
to another, or from a house into the open air. But we will consider
the objection in another place, after we have stated a few more
facts which have transpired, and which are known to many individ-

uals besides ourselves. There is undoubtedly a greater desire for

facts than reasons on the subject, and yet we cannot refrain from
these frequent digressions in order to show, as we go along, how ut-

terly futile the attempts to argue it down have proved to be, and how
useless the slanders of persons who try to find the truth have been.
We will in the next chapter, show that in a public investigation of
the matter, the seal of truth has been set on the statesments of those
who have p ivately investigated so far as the sounds and their intel-

ligence were concerned.



CHAPTER in.

' HE PUBLIC INTEbTIGATION AT CORINTHIAN HALL IN THE CITY OF RO-

CHESTER.

Before speaking of tho strange phenomenon, thought by some to be

much stranger than the, rapping, or the intelligence manifested thro'

the medium; we give an account of the public investigation which
were gone into in the city of Rochester in November, 1849.

The first intimation that was received in regard to those investigations

came from these sounds, through the use of the alphabet. Several

persons were in company, trying, as usual, to gain some information

in regard to the law which governs this strange communication.

—

While they were thus investigating, the following was spelled out

by the use ofthe alphabet, it being part of the message or directions

for those present 10 follow : '-'You all have a duty to perform. We
want you to make this matter more public." As this announce-
ment was altogether unexpected, ".he persons began to discuss

the difficulties and remarked that the oppostion and ridicule that

would be heaped upon any one who should attempt to lecture on this

subject would be almost overwhelming. The answer to this was.

'•That will be so much the better—your triumph will be the greater."

After receiving the most positive assurances from this invisible

communicator that the sounds should be heard in all parts of the

Hall in response to the person whe should lecture—that it was best

in order that slander might be silenced, and the truth established, to

jo forward in the matter—the persons who were designated conclu-

ded to make the attempt. It was also intimated, fiom the same
source, that this would prepare the way for [a more general devel-

opment of spiritual communication, which would take place at nc

listant day.

Probably the best idea of the proceedings at Rochester can be con-

veyed to the reader by the following brief statement drawn up and

published directly after the investigations took place, in the New
York Weekly Tribune of December 8th, 1849.

i!Some two weeks since, we were in company with some person
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\vno were getting cammunications from this ^invisible communica-
tor, when a message was spelled out to us to the import that the

matter should be made more public—that ths time had arrived for

the people te investigate the whole affair—that it was a thing which

will ultimately become known to all men, and that we should iijf-

mediatelv take measures to have it investigated. The directions

-vers then minutely given by these spirits, a^ they purport to be, and

which we are willing to admit are, until we have as much proof to

the contrary as it required to bring ffa to thaVconclusion. These di-

rections will appear in the following history, as they were fully and

strictly followed. The great object was to start investigation and

cieanhose who had been hearing of it for the last two years from the

imputation of fraud and deception.

Accordingly on tbe evening of November 14, a lecture was deliv-

ered in Ccrinthian Hall in the City of Rochester, and a full history cl

the rise and progress of these manifestations given. During the re-

tation of these facts the sounds were distinctly heard by the persons

in the Hall.

After the lecture, a committee was chosen by the audience, com-
posed of the following persons—A. J. Com^s, Daniel Marsh, Na-
thaniel Clark, Esq. A. Judson and Edwin Jones.

On the following evening the committee reported in substance, as

follows: That without the knowledge of the persons in whose pres-

ence the manifestations are made, the committee selected the Hall of

.he Sons of Temperance for investigation'—that the sound on the

iioor near where the two ladies stood was heard as distinctly as at o-

ther places, and that part of the committee heard the rapping on the

wall behind them—that a number of questions were asked which
were answered not altogether right nor altogether wrong—that in the

afternoon they went to the house of a private citizen, and while there

the sounds were heard on the outside (apparently) of the front door,

after they had entered, and on the door of a closet. By placing the

hand upon the door, there was a sensible jar felt when the rapping
was heard. One of the committee placed one of his hands upon the

feet of the ladies, and the other on the floor,* and though the feet

were not moved, there was a distinct jar on the floor. On the pave-

ment and on the ground the same sound was heard :—a kind of dou-
ble rap, as a stroke and a rebound, were distinguishable. When the
ladies were separated at a distance no sound was heard : but when a
third person was interposed between them the sounds were heard.

—

The ladies seemed to give every opportunity to the committee to in-

vestigate the cause fully, and would submit "to a thorough investiga-

tion by a committee of ladies, if desired. They all agreed that the
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sounds were heard, but they entirely failed to discover any means by-

which it could be done.

After this report and some discussion on the subject, the audience
selected another Committee composed of the following persons
—Doctor H. H. Langwortht. Hon. Frederick Whittlesey, D. C.
McCallum, William Fisher, of Rochester, and Hon. A. P. Hascall,
ofLeRoy; At the next lecture this Committee reported that they
went into the investigation at the office of Charrcelor Whittlesey, and
they heard the sound on the floor, on the wall, and door,,—that the
ladies were placed in different positions and, like the other Committee,
they were wholly unable to tell from what the sound proceeded or
how it was made, that Dr. Langworthy made observations with a
sethscope to ascertain whether there was any movement with the lungs
and found not the least difference when the sounds were made; and
there was no kind oiprobability or possibility of their being made by
ventriloquism as some hid supposed and they could not have been

made by machinery.

This committee was composed of Dr. E. P. Langworthy, Dr. J.

Gates, Wm.Fitshugii, Esq W. L. Burtis and L. Kenton. This
committee met at the rooms of Dr. Gates at the Rochester House, and
appointed a committee of ladies who took the young women into a
room, disrobed them, and examined their persons and clothing, to be
sure there was no fixtures about them that could produce the sounds.

When satisfied on this point, the Committee of Ladies tried some
other experiments, and gave the young ladies the following certify

cate :

—

When they were standing on pillows with a handkerchief tied

around the bottom of their dresses, tight to their ankles, we all heard
the rapping on the wall and floor distinctly.

(Signed) MRS. STONE,
MRS. J. GATES,
MISS M. P. LAWRENCE.

In the evening, the Committee, through their Chairman, Mr. Lang-

worthy, made a very full report of their examinations during the day.

They reported they excluded all friends of. the two ladies from the

committee room, and had the examination only in presence of the

Committee of Gentlemen and Ladies chosen by them. Notwith-

standing all this precaution, these sounds were heard when the ladies

stood on largefeather'pillows, without shoes, and in other various posi-

tions, both on the floor and on the wall,—that a number of questions

were asked which, when answered, were generally correct. Each
member of the Committee reported separately, agreeing andeorobo-.

rating the first statements.
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Thus, after three days of the strictest scrutiny, by means of intelli-

gence, candor and science, were the persons in whose presence these

sounds are heard, acquitted of all fraud.

On Friday evening, after the lecture, three of the Committee, viz :

Hon. A. P. Hasuall, D. C. McCallum, and Wm. Fisher, repaired to

the house of a citizen and pursued their investigations still farther.

There were nearly a score of persons present. The members of the

Committee wrote many questions on paper, which no person piesent

knew the purport of, and they were answered correctly. At times

they would ask mentally, and would receive the answers with equal-

correctness, and they were fully satisfied that there was something

present manifesting intelligence beyond the persons visible.

One of the committee tried the experiment of standing the ladies on

glass and failed to get any sounds; but the same was subsequently

tried in the presence of a large number of persons, and the sounds

were as loud and distinct as before, on the floor.

Such are the facts as far as public proceedings are concerned.

—

which is but a small part of these strange occurrences— with tne

Committee's report greatly condensed.
Thus the matter stands at present, and whether it is a remarkable

phenomena which will pass away with the present generation, or

with the persons who seem now to be the medium of this extraordi-

nary communication, or whether it is to be the commencement oi a

a new era of spiritual influx into the world, it is something worthy of

the attention of men of candor and philosophy.

E. W. CaPRON, Auburn.
GEORGE VVILLETS, Rochester.

Rochester, Nov. 22, 1849. r;

As one of us was present and acquainted with all the circumstances

we will make some further statements in regard to the events that

transpired during the week of the investigation.

Each of the Committee, after the report of their Chairman, were

called upon to make a report individually, and what is unusual whce
any doubtful matter is under consideration, every individual agreed

to all that is published in the above extract.

Some individuals of the Committee made more minute reports of

questions and answers and other circumstances that came under their

observation during these examinations.

One member of the first Committee stated that he asked the ques-

tion—" Who is it that wishes to communicate with me P The an-

swer was, "your wife will talk." He evaded the answer, and nave

the persons present to understand that he never had a wife. To Uo%
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his own expression when he gave his public report, he " brow bent

it dovm.77 He would not admit there was any truth in it, until he
reported in the evening—then he stated it corrrectly

—

he had lost his

wife sometime before.

The committee were composed of men who, on any other subject,

would be trusted to investigate where- life or property were at stake.

We doubt if any citizen of Monroe county would refuse to submit to

the justness of his cause even weie he tried for life or limb, to such
men as those who composed the Committees during the three days
they were engaged in trying every mode to ferret out the cause of

these sounds, and yet many persons persist in denouncing those who
even go to hear for themselves, as fools or knaves !

We insist upon it, that those who were present at Corinthian Hali,

and had a voice in the appointment of those Committees, selected

irom the best and most reliable men of the city of Rochester, should
of all men be the last to cry humbug or collusion. They must be
aware that in doing so they impeach their Committees, and indirectly

accuse them of being ignoramuses and incapable of impartial inves-

tigation, or of being accessory to one of the most successful, wide=>

spread and long continued impositionsever palmed off on this or any
other community.
When we take into consideration the facts that this matter has now

been spreading for two years—that every means has been tried in

private circles and Committees appointed by public meetings—that

all have failed to discover any collusion*—we may safely assert that

in regard to the sounds merely—the following facts are established

beyond dispute, viz.:—-That the sounds are heard in various places and
at various times—that those sounds are not made by, or under the

control of a«y person or persons, although manifested in the presence

of particular persons ; and that they evince a remarkable degree of

intelligence. These facts, among those who have carefully investi-

gated, are 1.0 longer disputed.
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FURTHER PROOF OF THE INTELLIGENCE MANIFESTED BY THESE SO"ND;

After stating as much as we have already done, we may suppose
the reader prepared to receive some of the specimens of the intelli-

gence so manifested. Of course there are. hundreds of proofs lost,

Horn the fact that there is no record kept by the great mass of persons

who have visited tie scenes of these developments. Others are of a

nature that preclude their publication, and among these are some of

the most positively convincing proofs. They are of a nature which
more particularly concern the families to which they have been de-

livered. Some of them, however, may be given.

One of the most remarkable cases of a display of foresight on the

part of these sounds, (which we have good evidence of coming from
departed spirits, and shall continue so to believe until better proof

than has yet been presented to the contrary comes to hand.) of which
we have positive proof, is the case of our friend George Willets, now
a resident of the city of Rochester. He has furnished us with the

following statement, which we give entire :

—

" Dear Fiuent), E. W. Capron,— It is with same reluctance that I

furnish you with the following statement—not that I am afraid to tell

the truth— but that the world, as I conceive, is not ready to receive

such truths yet. Ridicule probably will be heaped upon me ; but

when I consider that it is the ignorant only who use that weapon,
perhaps I can afford to stand up and say, "let the storm come.' ; All

who know me can say whether I have been truthful from my youth
up, yea or nay, and the strongest language that 1 can use, is to say,

that the following statement is strietly and entirely 'true.

In the summ«: of 1848, I had concluded, from the best judgment
that I could bring to -my -sid, that it was best for my family to remove
somewhere among tl e wilds of the West. Accordingly, I took a

lonr of observation, and finding some land in Michigan that suited

me better than any other, belonging to a gentleman living in Roches-
ter, I stopped, on my return, in order, if .possible, to negotiate for i:
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I slaid with my friend and relative Isaac Post, and while there he-
told me of certain sounds being heard in the city—and that they dis-
played intelligence and purported to re made by c Spirits/ c* persons
invisible to us. I was really skeptical about any such things, but at
his solicitation went to examine it. The person with wThom these
rounds seemed to be, 1 never had seen or heard of before, and my
Iriend was careful not to tell them who I was or where I had been.
It seems that the question was a/ked whether there was any commu-
nication for me, and the dhection from the sounds was, that three
persons be magnetized, two of whom were present, and one was sent
for from a neighboring family. I did not know the name of any
persons present ; and I was also certain that no one knew me. After
the thiee persons were put in the clairvoyant Mate, one of them said,
' We have got to go to Michigan.' They all agreed that they had to

go there, and on my account. They did all seem to go there, and
began to descjibe places and things which 1 had seen, and at length
came to a piece of land which they said was the place they came" to
look at. They than described the land so accurately which I had
stopped in Rochesier to buy, that I began to wonder ' who had told
them/ They all with one accord then said. ' But he must not go
mere. His father says he had better not go.' As they said this ihere
came a loud sound close by my chair, and Isat some distance from any
otherperson. They spoke much of my father, and what his mind was,
and at each time that same sound was heard, and the jar distinctly

iejt close by myself. They then said his Mother thinks it is not besi.

As they spoke this a different sound, not quite so loud, was heard,
st»l] olo^e by me. Then that my Sister said it was not best. Another
and different sound still was heard. Up to this time I had net spoken
a word, but found the big drops of perspiration starting from my face.

I gathered courage, and thought I would dispel that illusion directly;

! -aid ' as you assume to know my father, and what his mind is con-
cerning, me, perhaps you can tell his name/ They all seemed to look
steadily for some time, then commenced and spoke slowly and de-
liberately these letters— ' VV illia m \V ii.let s.

; At each letter

the loud sound that 1 first heard was again heard and felt immediately
under my -eat. 1 never was so astonished in my life, and involunta-
rily said, ' what does nil thio mean V The sounds then said, by the
alphabet being called over, that they had better be awakened; and
the first loud sound said, ' I will talk with George, and tell him all»

about it.' I he question was for Mr. Post, myself, and a little giil 13

years old. to go by ourselves. And here I wish it distinctly under-
stood, that all which I shall relate as obtained from those sounds was
iu the presence only of my friends, Mr. and Mrs. Post, myself, and
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the little girl spoken of. As what follows all purported to be from my
father. I will say that his name was William Willets, a member of
the Society of Friends, widely known at Westbury. Long Island,
T.'here he lived until nearly sixty years of age, and subsequently at

Skaneateles, Onondagua county, where he died in 154 1. The com-
munication by sounds then went on to say, that it was my father that
was present and talking with me, and three hours were consumed at

the first interview. In saying to me what his counsel was, it always
assumed to counsel and advise, but never to dictate. He said that it

was not best for us to go to Michigan, and gave various reasons, among
which were that we should not enjoy ourselves in a new country, and
that my health would not be competent for the task of clearing up
r.ew land, and he foresaw if we did go, we should come back again,
and would be less in number than when we went. I then asked what
was best to do. The answer was, ' Come to Rochester.' I replied
that I knew of no business that I could do in Rochester. The sounds
said, ' I will tell thee when thee comes.' I asked if I might know
now. The answer was, 'No!—I did not need any business until I

came, and then he would tell me.' The sounds then said, that after a
time it would be best for me to buy some land. I asked where. The
sounds then spelled out the name of a man who neither one present
knew, and said that he owned fifty acres of land on such a street ad-
joining the city and such a distance from the centre of the city, that
he would sell any part. I asked the price that would be asked. The
sounds were heard and counte'd by three of us,—one hundred and
fifty times in succession—to tell us the number of dollars per acre that
would be asked. The sounds said that we had better go the next
day and see if this was so, and said that we should not see the man
until ten o'clock, although we might look for him as ear'y as we
pleased.

In the morning I looked in the Directory and there found the name
spelled out to us. and went to his residence at seven o'clock, and was
informed that he was gone to a distant part of the city, and would
not be home until twelve o'clock. We then went to find him, and
had some difficulty to do so, but after talking with him five or six
minutes, looked at the time aud it was seven minutes past ten ! This
person said that he owned fifty acres on the street told us by the sounds,
and said that he would sell any part. When I asked him the price
he showed me a map with the price of each lot marked, and taking
the number of acres, said by the sounds to be best te buy, and aver-
aging the price, it was the price within 6-100 of a dollar per acre. I
then went home to my family and pondered oyer these strange things.
Many were,the conflicts in my own mind, and I heard the cry from
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all. quarters,
l humbug,' ' deception,' ' fraud,' but I could not believe

'

that I wanted to deceive myself. Three months I thought of these

things deeply, and / could not go to Michigan. I concluded if it was
deception it would do the world some good to find it out. The first

of December, 1848, 1 moved from Waterloo to Rochester. A few
days after getting here the little girl spoken of came round to our

house and said that the 'Spirit' had directed her to come, for wha*
purpose she did not know ; we enquired what it was, and this was the

communication— ' I told thee if thee would come to Rochester I would -

tell thee where thee could find employment : in lour days from this I

will tell thee ; in the meantime the Anti- slavery folks are going to

hold their Fair
;
would it not be well for thee to help them V No one

was present at this time except my wife, the little girl, and myself.—

=

The four days went by, and again without solicitation, and without

thinking the time was up, the little girl came again The commuui
cation was, £ Apply to William Wiley, Superintendent of the Auburn
and Rochester Railroad, tomorrow at 2 o'clock, at his office, for a sit-

uation, and thee will have cue tefore this week is out.' (This was
Thursuay.) I was a stranger to Mr. Wiley, and I called on Mr. Post

and told him the direciion, and asked him if the next day he would
go with me. That evening he, happening.to be at the depot, enquired
:f Mr. Wiley was at home, and was told that he was in Boston, and

by a letter just received would not be at home till Friday night. I was
told by the the sounds on Wednesday to apply on Thursday at two
o'clock. Thursday, at half past one, instead of going to the Railroad

office, I went round to where these sounds were heard, and said— •

' How is this I am told to apply to William Wiley, and he is in Bos-

ton V The sounds said. l go to his office now. lie is there? f called

for Mr. Post and walked immediately there, and found Mr. Wiley in

has ojficc, he said that he had returned sooner than he expected to

when he wrote the letter. Mr. Post said that I was a relative of his

and wished employment, and Mr. Wiley replied that they were all

full with abundant applications, and could give no encouragement
whatever. We walked back thinking. deeply, and I went where the

sounds were heard again. I enquired, 'how is this, Mr. Wiley has

noplace for me V The answer was, ' Thee will have a place on the

ws
7
and will know it before the week is out?

On Saturday night, at dark, I met Mr. Post, and he asked if I had
heard anything from Mr. Wiley. I replied, 'not a word.' At eight

o'clock on that same evening Mr. Post called at my house and said

that Mr. Wiley had just been at his store and said that he had a

place for me, and wished me to call at his office on Monday morn irig.

As Mr. Wiley did no; tell what place I wz 3 to fill, I.agaiu asked the,
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rounds what it was : and they said that it was to go as Baggage Master
between this place and Auburn. On Sunday morning I wrote to my
friend James Truman, of Waterloo, stating that I should pass through

that place on Monday following—in the capacity above slated

—

before

I knew from Mr. Wiley what place he wanted me to fill, and he can
probably testify to that fact. One month after I had been running on
the cars, I learned that the person whose place I took had done things

worthy of a dismissal, previous to my being directed to make appli-

cation, and which did not come to Mr. Wiley's notice till the day oh

which I received the appointment. These things have only been known
to a few friends; you and&& world now-have them. I have many
communications, penned down at the time they were received, pur-

porting to be from my father, all of the most elevating character, citing

me to goodness, purity, and honesty of heart, and ever pointing to the

endless progression of man. In conclusion. I may say that I have
examined the matter attentively for one year and a half, and have
had abundant opportunity to do so. and am prepared to say, although

the sounds may cease to-day and never be heard again. ; They have

\vrplayed a remarked'!? degree of intelligence, and were not made by any
"visible to us.'

' GEORGE W1LLETS."
'

Thus was everything which had been told him fulfilled to the very

letter. And these are only a few of the more prominent among the

LirectiOns to the same individual, and by no means the whole. These
are facts, and can positively be proved, with names and dates of all

the parlies.

The following statement is taken from the private journal of E. W

'•'On the 2Bd of November, 1-543. I went to the city of Rochester
on business. I had previously made up my mind to investigate this

so-called mystery, if I should have an opportunity. In doing so. I

had no doubt but what I possessed shrewdness enough to detect the
rick, as I strongly suspected it to be, or discover the noise if it should
be unknown to tire inmates of the house.

" A friend of mine, John Kedzie, of Rochester, who I had long-

known as a skeptic in regard to any such wonders, invited me to g(
with him to hear it. I accepted the invitation with a feeling very far

from serious apprehension of communicating with anything beyond
:ny power to discover.

• c Before I heard the sound, we seated ourselves around a table.

—

As soon as we got quiet, I heard a slight but distinct rapping on the
door, apparently on the under side. Although I concluded such a
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sound might be made by machinery, I could see no possible motive
in the family taking so much pains to deceive people, as they received
nothing but annoyance and trouble for their pains. I proceeded to

ask some questions, and they were answered freely and correctly. I

asked it it would rap my age? It was done correctly. I then took
my memorandum book from my pocket and wrote my questions, so

that no person could know the nature of the questions. I would write,
{ rap four times • rap one; rap seven;' and to each and every ques-
tion I got a correct answer. I then laid aside my book and proceeded
to ask similar test questions mentally, and as before, received correct

answers.
" I could not believe that persons present had the power to discern

my thoughts and make ihese sounds in answer, for the sounds have a
peculiarity not easily imitated. To suppose this to be the case would
be a still greater mystery. I knew they could not give those answers
for there were questions answered which they could not know any-
thing about.

c
- At another time, being present with Isaac Post, of Rochester, I

tried the experiment of counting in the following manner. I took

several shells from a card basket on the table,—small lake shells,—*

closed my hand and placed it entirely out of sight, and requested as

many raps as there were shells. It was done correctly. As I knew
how many shells there were in my hand, I resolved to test it another

way to see if there was a possibility of my mind having any influence

in the matter. I took a handfull of shells without knowing how many
I took myself. Still the answers were correct. I then requested Mr.
Post, who set by the table, to put his hand in the basket, take some
shell?, without knowing the number, and pass them into my hand,

whick I immediately closed and placed in a position where none
could see it. The number was told as correctly as before. We con-

tinued this class of experiments for a long time without the least

failure in getting correct answers."

There could be no mistaking these tests. They could not be in-

fluenced by our minds, for we did not know ourselves what the

answers should be. This places a quietus on its being anything gov-

erned by the minds of those asking questions or those who hear it

most freely. The proofs of getting answers, and correct ones, to

mental questions, and to thoughts where questions are not asked, is

as plain as even the rapping itself.

We have known several persons to be sitting around a table in

conversation, and when they ceased, the signal for the alphabet would

(B)
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Needled fjr, and a sentence would be spelled like this (naming

one of the company.) thinks so and so, mentioning exactly what

their thoughts were. At one time several persons were present ;
one

wrote ou"a piece of paper to another, something about two other

members of the company, which, though urtimper ant, they did not

wishihe others to know: bfri as if to convince all of their power to

tell their thoughts, the signal was given for the alphabet, and the

same spelled out that they had wjitieu. This has so often been the

-case, or similar ©cetirrences; that it is placed beycn.l dispute by

those who have tried lire experiment of gelling answers to mental

questions.

While the investigations were going on in Rochester, irny would

give information at night what kind of men they were who were on

ihe committee. They would sav, ••such a man (telling his name.)

is a candid man; sue i a one i-; Very skeptical and hard toco ivmce,

•&e. When the* investigation came on we would find that we had

been told correctly abet* the character of the different individuals

composing the committee.
At one time during the investigations, we were talking over the

subject, telling how much ridicule would be heaped upon us for at-

tempting to lay this subject before the world and have it fairly inves-

tigated, and we had this senicnce spelled to us, by what pui ported to

be the spirit of William vVille s—" Now don't get discouraged, though

the path may look io^y. there is a bright cloud aliitlc beyond. Soon

the firmament will brighten, and those people who now insult ana

scandalize this work of the A4mighty, will waile eff banging their

heads and saying '' Well, we have investigated and prayed naught

against those insulted people: here we stand, inst as ignorant as

when we first heard it

:

: you know thai in all new sciences there is

always something to contend with, and when tilings take a turn, and

you know you have co •quered, thou wilt feel ihou art treading on

iioly ground/' We at first thought it strange that there should be so

sudden a change from i,cu to ihou, and it was explained thus—*'I

made it
*' holy ;' instead of 'haunted.'" We then knew it to be a

^quotation &otn afongcalicd ;
- The Haunted Ground.^

Not long since Rev. A. H. Jarvis. related the following to a com-

pany convened at his house, one of which was Piof. ./ones, a gentle-

man who was then delivering a course of lectures at Rochester He
was of the New Church,' or Swedenborgian faith. " At one time

we were getting communications from what purported to be our sort,

who had been dead some ten years. Re requested us to sins a hymn

with the title, ''Advice to seek the Lord.' 1 took a Hymn Book and

(C)
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was proceeding to look for the hymn, when the alphabet was called!

lor and he spelled out ' not that.' Another was taken Still it spelled

<not that.' We had four hymn books in the room that we knew
of. and were told that it was not in any of them. [ was about going

up to my library, when he spelled, ' it is in this room/' After much
search the book was found behind some ojnaments on the mantle-

piece, which was seldom us3d. A hymn was found with very near

the title given, and we thought it must be the one, when we were

again told ' not that? On looking farther we found a hymn with ex-

actly the title named, and sang it, while the sounds beat time." Thi-i

is a most remarkable proof of the. retention of memory in spirits after

they escape from the body, and it was while this very fact was under

discussion, that Mr. Jar vis related these facts.

We might fill these pages in recording facts similar to the above^

but we trust that none will require more than is here given to prove*

\Xlq intelligence of the source from which these sounds emanated.



CHAPTER V.

ARE THEY GOOD OR EVIL SPIRITS 1

This is the great question with those who are fully convinced lhal

i.he^e sounds are produced by superior intelligences, and by spirits ot

those who have lived in this visible world, and who have been edu-

cated to be always looking for evil if there is anything new or beyon d

i'aeir bounds of investigation.

The limits of this book would be too small to convince this ela^
that they had wrought themselves up to a degree that makes t&em
almost wish for proof of some source of evil which they could lay

before the world to prove a long cherished theory, and therefore in-

capable of receiving facts as "proof. There are exceptions, (and
thanks to growing intelligence, the class is fast increasing,) to thi-

rule of persons thus educated. Many have become candid seeke;^
after truth in spite of their early education, and will continue to in-

vestigate in spite of all the sneers and threats of the sects and parties

to which they belong.

We are not about loMiscuss the probabilities of there being an evi;

power at work " in these latter days, ;; in order that they may, if po 1 -

•sible, "deceive the very elect."' VVe have no such apprehensions.
We are not constantly looking for evil in order to establish some dar-

ling and long cherished dogma of our own. This may be the reason
why we have not been able to find so much evidence of evil in a
year's candid investigation as some have found in a few minutes, and
others who have not examined at all.

In looking back through the rise of various arts and sciences, and
improvements in the moral world, we find almost every important
discovery accredited to the—devil. Every revolution in religious
opinion has the same origin. It would be a wonder, then, if Uii-

escaped the common fate of all other phenomena, inventions or dis-

coveries which have gone before it.

In almost every instance where persons of a strong sectarian char-
acter have investigated the matter, they have soon become convinccv?
*hat they are spirit*, but—from the devil. Why this conclusion ?

—
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•Why, first,, because it is at variance with all their pre-coneeived
opinions. This is their strongest reason. Then the spirits do nn
talk enough about our '•' eternal welfare:" ihey give 100 much advice
for this world and too little for the next • they do not tell people to

go to church one day in the week, and spend the remainder in trying
to amass wealth. True, they give some good advice about morals,
but they make no threats about the consequences of vice, only that
it will place them in a lower sphere. These are a few of the reas^
ons brought forward as proof of the evil origin of these spirits. Some
make the assertion, that in being where these sounds and other man-
ifestations are made, they " tremble wjien ihey think how near the
clutches of the devil they have been,"'" without any reason at all other
than they do no not know what elss it can be. They look for evil

and suppose they have found it.

Another reason urged by this class is the fact that the manifesta-
tions io not confine themselves to church members, but seem to dis-

regard all such sectarian rules, and treat all alike, making no distinc-

tion. This, to many, is the greatest wonder of all. and their strongest

proof of evil; that many who have stood aloof from the crgani7ed
bodies have been as much favored with these manifestations as those

within them, and on this account they persecute those who are in the

church and will not refuse to hear, or brand those who do as infidels.

But as facts are worth more than past creeds and beliefs, or present

surmises and speculations, we proceed to present some things that

have been spelled out to persons, and some answers that have been
given, and see whether they contain more evil than good. Many of

the messages spelled out to individuals have been taken by them,

and we have no record of them. Others are of a nature which the

persons that received would not wish us to publish. Mill we shall be

able to preserir enough to enable persons to judge in regard to the

evil or good there is contained in the communications. Among the

numerous incidents of intelligence, foresight, and right direction, is

the foil; wing:

—

One day as. we were at the dinner table, the direction to one of the

family was, " You had belter go to the depot at three o'clock." Al-

though he was not conscious of being needed there, he obeyed the

direction, and found at the depot a friend with his trunk which he

could not have brought alone.

At one of the fii>F opportunities I (E. W. Caprow,) had of investi-

gating, I had the following proof which appeared to be anything but

evil to me, although the direction was about " worldly matters.
57

* See Ezekiel xiv, 3, 4.



SPIRITUAL COMMUNICATIONS. 37

Myself and wife, and a female friend of ours, had been investi-

gating until a late hour, neariy 12 o'clock at nighi, and a violent

storm had sprung up. It was necessary for us to go to another pan
of the city, and it was so late that the public conveyances had all

le(t their usual stand and we were at a loss how to get* a conveyance
for'the females. The direction was, -go to the corner of the street

and you will find a conveyance. "• I went as directed, but saw no

carriage, and began to think I had been misdirected, but just as I

was about turning to go back, a sleigh came up the street, and with-

out my speaking, the driver hailed me and inquired if I wanted a

conveyance. I of course took it anil earned the iemales home.
On one occasion, a gentleman of Rochester was indebted to a

woman who was in great nee^t of the money. The spi;i:s directed

her Utile sister to go to such a place in the street at a certain hour in

the day and ehe would meet the man who would pay her three dol-

lars for her sister. The little girl did not know the man that owed
the money, but she went as directed. At ihe appointed time she

met a man who saidto her, {i Are you the girl that lives with Mrs.

%n She replied in \he affirmative; ,; Here are three dollars

I wish you would take to hef, ;; said the man. handing her a bill, and
passed on.

It may be well to remark that many times when these spirits are

communicating, the alphabet will be called and some name spelled,

as the one who wishes to communicate. Often it is a name thai the

company had not thought of. They generally de'iver some useful

and interesting message when -uch is the case. The following are

questions that are frequently asked, and we give the answers as they

have been spelled out. We might rill a volume with questions and
answers.

Q. What is your mission to the world ?

Ant. To do good. The time will come when we shall»communi-
cato universally.

Q. Of what benefit will it be to mankind ?

Am. We can reveal truths to the world—and men will become
more harmonious and better prepared for the higher spheres.

Q. Some persons imagine that the spirits are evil, and that Satan

is transformed into an Angel of light to deceive us. What shall we
say to them ?

* Am. Tell them some of their bigotry must be dispensed with- be-

fore they can believe we are good spirits. Ask them why they re-

fuse to investigate. They are not as wise as they suppose them-
selves to be.

Q. Can ignorant spirits rap
1

?
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Ans. Yes. (An ignorant spirit rapped, and the difference wag
very plain between that and the other.)

Q. Are these sounds made by rapping?

Ans. No. They are made by the will of the spirits causing a coa^

cussion of the atmosphere and making the sounds appear in any
place they please.

Q< Can they make the sounds to all persons ?

Ans. No. The time will come when they can.

Q. Is there some peculiar state that makes it easier to communicate
with some persons than others?

Ans. Yes.
^uch is a brief, faint account of theological views gleaned from

this source. Its truth or fallacy will be decided upon according to the

bias of individuals reading V. We have attempted to give what
testimony we are in possession of. touching the matter of good and

evil, truth and falsehood. We ask no one to look upon this as all

infallible, for reasons before staled. Investigate with care, and if

you learn more of the origin of these sounds than we have, let the

world have the benefit of it.



CHAPTER VI.

BEGINNING OF THE RAPP1NG3 IN CINCINNATI.

Cincinnati having been generally favored with all the demonstra-

tions strange and wonderful, all exhibitions curious or myste-ious.

that have visited our country, we believed, when we first heard

about the "mysterious noises" in the city of Rochester, that it

they were to spread at all, it would not be many months before they

would be heard in the ''Queen CUy." There was much talk in this

city in reference to them, and it was reported that they had been

heard many weeks previous to the period at which "manifestations' 5

were actually made.
From all that has been said previously in these pages, and from

the numerous instructive articles in the newspapers, the mass of the

people understand something of the manner in which communica-
tions are made by means of raps: yet it may be well enough here to

give a few words of explanation. The " manifestations " occur

where there is what is termed a magnetic circle. Sometimes one
person is a sufficient medium, sometimes several are necessary.

—

The media are persons known as clairvoyants, or impressible person*

—those that come readily under magnetic influence. The sound*
are given id reply to questions when an affirmative is required. Fiv-e

continuous sounds are understood to be a call for the alphabet. The
letters of the alphabet are repeated, and those necessary for spelling

the words required to foT l the sentences that the spirit would "man-
ifest," are designated by a rap. For instance, if George Washington
were giving the communication, and he wished himself known—a*

the alphabet was called over, A B C D E FG, at ' iG' : there would
be a rap. As the letters were repeated, the next rap would be at

" E," &c.

The only general medium for the rappings yet known in Cincin-

nati, is Mrs. B. G. Bushnell, a clairvoyant of considerable power-,

from the western part of New York. Mrs. B. had heard the " my6-
terious noises"' before her visit to Cincinnati, ar.-d had communicated
with them at Rochester, Cleveland; and other places. She visited
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Cincinnati in the pursuit of her profession—-making medical exami*
nations and prescribing for diseases while in the clairvoyant stale.-—

We heard much of her usefulness, by means of her examinations
and prescription?, before we met her, and had become \ery much
interested in her pursuits.

On the evening of the 26th of September. 3850, we had the pleas-

ure of meeting her in a select party, at the house of Professor J. R.

Buchanan, the well known Neurologist, and Editor of The Journal of
Man, published in this city. During the course of the evening, Mrs.

B. was impressed by the Professor. She made generally accurate

phrenological examinations of several gentlemen present, whom she

had never seen before that evening, and who sat, during the exami-
nation, at the opposite side of the room from her. When Dr. Bu-
chanan was about to awaken her from the clairvoyant state, she bid'

him stop, and e.i'ered upon a description of the appearance and
character of the Dy. :

s father, many years deceased, She gave a very

correct description of his persona! appearance, as compared with a
portrait afterwards shown the company. We requested permission

to ask the lady some questions. It was granted. We inquired if

we had recently lost a relative. She said yes—a person heavier than

we are—that he was. at a distance West—that he was going farther

W^est—that he resembled us very much—that he must be a brother,

and that he died suddenly jf a disease of the stomach. She described

his appearance perfectly—gave the peculiarities of his mind, and
stated that he was in pursuit of an object by which he had hoped to

"shine in the world,"—that just before he died he expressed many
regrets—and she described effects and mementos that we are positive

he had with hi in, as perfectly as we could have done it. Her im-

pressions of a// the matters in reference to him, of which she spoke,

were correct, so far as we can judge.

After this examination, we had several opportunities of testing-

Mrs B.'s clairvoyant powers, and became convinced that, in many
respects, and for many p-urposes. they were remarkable. During the

interviews we had with Mrs. B., "or clairvoyant investigations, we
learned from, hpr that the u mysterious noises'' had often been made
in her presence, and that she had communicated with spirits by means
of them Our curiosity being excited, we" expressed a strong desire

to witne s the f: manifestations/ 7 Oil two occasions the sounds were
heard by Mrs. B., in our company, but weie not communicative.

—

(

The first positive " manifestations ,; were heard on the night of the

14th of October, at the house of a gentleman with whom Mrs. B.

boarded. The only intelligible communication received at this tim©

was

—

f l Your battery is. not strong enougk. v
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The account of this having spread lo some extent, there was much
speculation in regard to it. anil much interest manifested to call out

further demonstrations. The supposition that these rappings are
;( manifestations '*' from the spirit-woi Id, employed for the purpose of

communicating m#sages tomortals. having excited great interest in

them, and aroused intense curiosity wherever they have been heard,

it is not strange that as soon as it was reported they had been heard

in Cincinnati, there was a multitude of people anxious to be among
the favored who had opportunities to receive communications from

friends that bad passed through {i the dark valley a: d shadow oi

dea-h.
-

'

On Wednesday evening, October lGth, a number nf persons had

assembled forthe purpose of receiving the benefit ot Mrs. Bushnel'/s

medical examinations, when the sounds were again heard. Questions

were asked, and correct rapping replies given to a number of inter-

rogatories, which, it is said, could nott have been correctly answered

by any mortal.

The report of this meeting excited intense curiosity, and the next

evening a larger company assembled at the same place. A circle

having been formed, the tappings commenced. Among the gentle-

men of this circle were Mr: Samuel Goodiu. of Goodhfs building,

Court street; G \V. Bail, stove-founder, of Covington, Ky
;

i)\\ J. r.

Gatchell, of the Eclectic Medical College; Mr. Anson Atwood. of

Troy, N. Y : Mr. Augustus Wattles, of Kara], Ohio; Dr. Wrn. Owens,

of the Eclectic College 3 Mr. Norton, stove-dealer. On Main str<

and a number of other gentlemen, together with some ladies, strangers

to ns.

The alphabet was called by one of the gentlemen tha ut.der.-to* d

the modus operandi of communication, and the persons in '.he circle

took turns in putting questions. It would hot be proper' to detail all

the questions and replies; many of ihem being unimportant

many, though perhaps important to the per^i .
- fuieiesle'd, are

worth put he narration. When it came to W* <»nodtii8 turn to in-

terrogate tie spins, he inquired

—

'•'•

Is? there a spirit present that will

communicate with me ?
;;

/'

" Can I know what spirit replies ?' ? 7?.u>.

The alphabet was then called, and this sentence spelled :

;
- I am your own c xld.'

:'

<; The youngest V inquired Mr. Goodin. S
r

o sound.
< : The eldest?"' Rap.

Again the alphabet was called, and this sentence spelled

—

'J love ymi now as well as ever.'-
7

« Do you love your motherV Rap.
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u Are you happy?" Rap.
' : Are your sisters with you?" Rap.

'•Are they happy?
1

' Rap.
l: Can I do anything to make you more happy ?" Rap.
Again the alphabet was called, and this sentence spelled

—

' : Be patient, and don't fret about the calomel:'

A friend, at this communication, remarked, that u Mr. Goodin re-

flected -on himself in reference to the child's treatment during her

sickness." As if in response to this, repeated raps were heard.

Mr. Goodin then inquired-

—

:
' Did you die inconsequence of taking

calomel V' Rap.
After some further questions and replies, of a private character, it

came Mr. Augustus Wattle's turn to make interrogatories. He then

inquired—" Is there a spirit present that will converse with me?"—
Rap

'•'• Can I know the person ?" Rap.
'•'•' Will you spell the name V : No sound.

.3 Will you give the initials?" Rap.
-"The alphabet was called, and " W. If." designated.

:;
Is it the spirit of m> brother, Win. Wattles?" Rap.

l
- Do you intend that I should understand thai my brother, William

Wattles, is dead?" Rap.
l: Did he die in California ?" No sound.
'• Did he die near California ?" Rap.
u Were you properly taken care of?" Rap.
u What disease did you die of?"

Alphab t called for by several quickly repeated raps
t
and the word

*': diarrhoea " spelled.
;

- When shall I hear of this in the common way ?" Afl sound.

" Will it be within one year?" Rap.
' : Will it be within nine months ?" Rap.
:; Will it be within six months?" No sound

A young man from Kentucky, whose name we did not learn, next

bad the opportunity of spiritual converse.

He inquired, " Will any spirit converse with me?" Rop.

Alphabet called, and the following sentences spelled :

—

"I am your mother. Do not oppose him anymore. He will he

married"
This communication excited a laugh at the young man's expense,

and considerable discussion ensued, during which the tappings con-

tinued, as if to suggest that there were more communications to be

mad*». The alphabet was again called, and the following sentence

spelled :

—
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1:
// trill all come out right"

Some one inquired " Js there any meaning in this?"

Mr. Ball replied, " Yes, there is great meaning in it to us."

Before the company dispersed, some one asked if all the spirits in

the room would rap on the table. In response, lheie was a great

? umber of sounds made at the same moment ur.on the table—some
loud, some feeble, some sharp, at.'dsome prolonged.

During Friday and Saturday of this week, most of the persons

that visited Mrs. Bushnell for medical consultation, heard the myste-

rious sounds, and many astonishing communications were given, it"

the testimony of respectable persons is to be credited.

On Saturday evening. October 19ih, we had an opportunity of

hearing these strange demonstrations, at the house of J. F. Taylor>
;

the gentleman with whore family we make our home ; a man very

.'eeply interested in spiritual investigation, and in whose house no

deception would be plowed under any cirumstances.

A company had been invited to hear Mims B. lecture on Spiritualism .

Among the persons present were .Major Gano, Clerk of the Supreme
Court of Cincinnati; Dr. J. S Garretson : Dr. Wm. Owens, of the

Eclectic College; Dr. Childs. of Walnut Hills; Mr. Augustus Wat-
tles; Dr. I. Wilson, Botanic Physician, and many other gentlemen
whose names it is needless to mention, and also a large number ol

ladies.

There were three known clairvoyants in the company. While the

lecture was proceeding, the sounds were heard, apparently, under the

floor, near the speaker. The clairvoyant spoke of the rappings. and

called them electrical vibrations, anil said communications might le

had from the spirit -world if a battery was formed. Inquiry being

made how a battery could be foimed, the reply was, ' By silting

around a table."

The lecturer, with two other persons designated, seated themselves

together at one corner of the table. Sounds were distinctly heard

under the floor, direclty beneath these persons. The alphabet was
called, and the word Cornell spelled—the sounds occurring as the

letters were spoken, in repeating the alphabet.

It was asked if it was the spirit of Mr Cornell that communicated*
Rap.

. A few unimportant questions were then asked, when a H manifes-

tation" that startled the entire company was made: suddenly the

left arm of one of the ladies at the table was drawn back with great

force, as if it had been grasped between the elbow arid the shouler.

Several persons undertook tc relieve theajm by magnetic pa^eef. but

without effect.
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The inquiry was made

—

c>
Is it the spirit of Mr. Cornell that affects

the lady VI Rip.
'• Will the spirit relieve her?' 7 No sound.

Bat suddenly the arm was thrown forward, and the lady relieved.
We had been eon vexing; with the lady daring the diy, in reference

to the mai ife.-tatious, and remarked to the company that she had
said she should not believe the rappings were made by spirits unless
some spirit should take hold of her. At this there were several raps
near the lady, as if to signify that the spirit had made an effort to

convince her.

The question was put—••Will the spirit take hold of the lady
again V No soimd.

But the lady says that her finders were pressed together as though
a strong hand had grasped them. She describes the sensation on
her arm as if it had been so vigorously grasped between the elbow
and shoulder, that she was unable to open or shut her hand.
We ks ere satisfied ai the time, that this manifestation was not the

effect of magnetism, as generally understood, because t lie muscles of
the arm were not coutracieJ—the arm was merely drawn, or pulled
back, as described.

When the alphabet was again called for and repeated, these sen-
topees wme spelled;—

•• I tail convince you all Mrs. Bu-hncll will be m /gnctized in one
minute

"'

Several vatehes were immediately on the table. i\lr=. B. said she
should nut be magnetized, and commenced ridiculing the communi-
cation, bui at the instant the minute expired, with a shock as if a

d we 1 electric battjries hid operated up )a \\si-, her eyes co-ed, and
.she became n^ui. tn another minute, and by auodier shock, her eyes
opened, and the rigftKly passed oil instantly

V_r ai:} trie alphabet being called lor, the annexed sentence was
S-pO: «

'.
I

• UO Itl.u::.
'

Alter some general con versation and much speculation on the de-

monstrations o'i the evening, the company dispersed—many astonish

-

ed. others pase /, and many convinced that spirits do communicate
whh mends.
On Tuesday and Wednesday, the lappings were heard frequently

a- the h "ise v, i,ee Mrs Hn.-dineil stopped, and a large number of per-

9 h is h --id can-, er a'i -..ins witii the rappers. On Wednesday evening,

hlf§: b met a select circle at the house of Prof. J. R: Buchanan, ami
cmrm nic ulons were received by raps from the father of Dr. Bu-

chanan rn '. iy years do. oa ed, aiul frprh Dr. T. V. Morrow, a fe\y

t»i withs doc n. . 1. formerly Dean of l! e Eclectic Medical College.
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INTERVIEW WITH THE SPIRITS. AT CINCINNATI, JUNE 6, 1851.

Yesterday afternoon I bad an inverview \Tlh the tl
.spirit.*." at the

Walnut street house, accompanied by my wife, through Miss Catha-

rine Fox as ' ; medium." 1 called upon the u medium '** on Thurs-

day evening, but witnessed no manifestations of a very positive char-

acter.

We had scarcely been seated at the table on Friday evening, before

the sounds were heard in quick succession. They were different in

tone from those I had previously heard, but siiil quite unlike Mr.
Burr's. As soon as the raps co nmeuced, I took out my pencil to

make notes, when the table moved from me at least two feet Miss
Katy Fox sat directly opposite me. I observed her very closely, and
am "satisfied that neither her feet or hands accomplished the " mani-
festations M Presently the table was pu.-hed towards me, and then

aijain moved towards Miss Fox. I had my eyes open— watching
Miss Fox, to test Mr. Bun's rules for detecting mediums, and I am
convinced that they failed in this instance.

I inquired—" Is the spirit of my brother present V 1 Rap.
u Will he give me his signal?''* Hap.

In a moment this signal came—a ' ; manifestation •'* known to nono
ef the company except myself and wife. The raps were quite differ-

ent from any that had yet been heard.

I next inquired—" Is .the spirit of my sister Margaret present V*

Rap
" Will she give me the name of the place in which she died T :

The alphabet was called, and the word " Write," spelled.

Sitting in such a position that no one could f^ee what I wrote. I put

down " Harrisburgh, Pa.,"

—

no sound; then I wrote 'Tew

—

:; am!
in an instant the sounds came very forcibly. I, of coursp, had then

the name ot the place in my mind—it being Lewiston, Pa.

I next inquired—" Shall I have any other manifestations'?'* I had
the palm of my left hand upon the table. There came a rap on the

under side of the table, immediately beneath my hand—and then
succeeded a series of scratchings, that could not have been done by
the medium, because she sat at the opposite side of the table from
me; her feet being on the floor, and her hands on top of the table

;

and so also were those of the other ladies present: and the scratch-

ings were made not more than a couple of inches from the edge of

the table against whieh I rested. The table again moved several feet,

and then succeeded the scratchings, extending from one side of the

table to the other and back again, several times.

A call for the alphabet was again heard. My wife inquired if any
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sprits would manifest to her. *
:

Rap.'' The succeeding sentence ffas

then spelled :

—

•• Let ray dear child ask questions.'-'

She then inquired " Of whom 1

?" and "Your father," was spelled
;

then cams this fentence in reply to a mental question: "I am with
you always, and guide you from day to day.'*'

'•' Are there any other spirits that will communicate with me ?•"

'
: Yes, your brother and sister."

c: Will my three friends rap together'?'*

Instantly three raps on different parts of the table, all differing in

tone and volume, were distinctly heard.
' : Will my sister rap on the table ?"

The request was complied with by several raps.

Then Mrs C. reached across the table, and said, " Will the raps
follow my hand V As she drew it towards her, the raps appeared
at her finger's ends, and if the were produced by joints, it must have
been by the knuckles, for I passed my hand after hers, and know, to

my entire satisfaction, that there weFe vibrations upon the top of the

table.

Not satisfied with these manifestations, Mrs. C. requested that the

spirits move her chair while she remained sitting. In a few moment?,
when she had her feet from the floor upon the round, her chair was
moved back at least six inches ; then immediately a "rap" was heard
behind her chair, as loud as if a pound weight had been dropped from
a table. The location of this sound was at least ten feet from the
medium. When Mrs. C. placed her feet upon the floor, after this

manifestation, they were both held so firmly that she could not move
them for nearly five minutes, and no medium was within a couple of

yards of her. While these " manifestations" were being witnessed,

the raps were frequently heard, as if in response to opinions or asser-

tions given by some one of the company,
Mrs. C. asked if Mr. John P. Cornell was present. Rap. " Will

he manifest himself to me ?"

When she spoke this the elbow of her right arm rested upon the

table. This arm was drawn across the table as far as her body would
permit, at the same time her hand being in a position perpendicular

to the table. I took hold of her arm and it was rigid as the limbs of

persons that are magnetized. I endeavorei to force her hand upon
the table, that is to straighten the arm—but I had not the strength to

acGomplish it.

Subsequent to this manifestation, the spirits kept time to the music
•f a hong that was sung, and scratchings on the table were repeatedly

heard, and the table was sereral times moved two or three feet.



SPIRITUAL COMMUNICATION'S. XT

The alphabet being here called for, the following sentence \raa spelled:.

—

'•All feet from the table ; sit closer."'

We inquired if we shoukijoin hands. Rap
We complied. I took particular pains to observe whether the medium".*

Fefet, or those of the ladies with her, touched tne table, and I whs satisfied

they could not rap on it with any joints connected with flesh and blood. No
questions were asked; we were all quiet, and the spirit spelled by the alpha-

bet, " We will do all we are permitted."

Numerous raps were now heard" on the table, upon the floor, on the legs.

ef the table, upon the under side, on one of the chairs, and the scra'chin^
we-ie repeated while therapswere being heard with great forcp. Again trie

table was moved back and forth, and presently there was a call for lie al-

phabet, and the word "Done" was spelled. Subsequently, John P. Cornell

rapped several times, and a few questions of a private character were asked,

when the sitting was ended.

The table upon which these manifestatio: s were made was a common
card table, with four legs; ihere was no machinery about it. The scratch-

ings were made, as before observed, from one side to the other, without the

^lightest interruption on account of the pieces, running across the under

side, forming a complete box. If human banc's, or machinery, had givert

these scratchings there must necessarily have been interruptions at the-

ylaces described.

I have felt it my duty to publish these manifestations, on account o'their.

striking and positive character. I am speaking within hounds when I say
there were at least one thousand raps during the sitting, answering questions

promptly whether mental or vocal. In behalf of Miss Fox and the ladies

accompanying her—her sister and Mrs. Kidsil, of Rochester, I must eay I

watched them during the whole interview with skeptical caution. They
had confidence in me and were not cognizant of my intentions, unless they

read them in my eyes.

I have talked with Mr. Burr, and heard him lecture, and desired to try hi*

tests. I am satisfied whether by spirits or not, the manifestations were not

produced by knuckle or joint dislocation. If the ladies can rap in concert

with all the joints in their bodies simultaneously, they could not have pro-

duced, during the sitting, as many sounds as we have heard, of as many dif-

ferent tones, and in as many different places. There is no appearance of dis-

honesty about the medium or her companions. 'They are modest and intelli-

gent ladies, so far as I was able to judge during the inten iew. Let those

who heard Mr. Burr, hear the true sounds, and then decide, each one for him-

self, whether the exposition is satisfactory. I believe that a majority would
decide that Mr. Burr's course will do no great injury to truth, but may be

the means, finally, of enlarging the congregation of believers.

Before concluding this article, I must say a word about the occupation of

the " medium," and her companions. During a portion of the time, while

>f re. C. was asking queetions, the raps were most frequent, Mis» Fox was
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conversing with me, her sister sewing, and Mss. Kedzie was reading a new«-

paper, They must be remarkable women if they can attend to such busi

nessas this, and at the same time personate all the mysteiies ascribed to

Them. It appears to me that any candid person in my pl;ce would have

been convinced ihal neither the medium nor her coadjutors did tny more of

themselves to produce the sounds than the lurmture of the apartment

I am well aware that many who read this statement wiilery '
; humbug."

" delusion," and many will think, if not say, " it is all a lie."' I haVe dene my
duty, and that honestly, and must suffer the consequences. 1 believe tb*

time is coming when I will r>e justified. Until then. I can endure ridicule,

and if need be, scorn. Foi the iast six months I hav^ had some little expe-

rience in what those who advocate heterodox opinions or theories must suf-

fer, and confess I am somewhat hardened, for 1 feel that the midnight black-

ness is changing—that the world must soon recognize rational and consis-

tent theories of man's second existence, bas^d upon actua 1

, sensuous demon-

stration.

WILLIAM T. COGGSHALL.
Cincinnati, June Gth. 1801.

TESTIMON Y

I was present during the interview narrated by Mr. Co^shall above, and

I have no hesitation in declaring that he has given an impartial, and by no

means exaggerated account oi the manifestations.

E. F. NORTON.
Cincinnati, June Cth, 180T.

<<0



CHAPTER TO
vOMMENCEMENT OF THE SPIRIT RAPPINGS IM PITTSBURGH.

Some time in the month of February, 1851, Mrs. Bushnell came
to the city. She had acted as a medium, in New York, Cincinnati,

iind elsewhere, before coming here. In iheir sittings, at the houses
of W. S. Courtney and Air. Taylor, the spirits manifested themselves,

and communications have been kept up through her, or some othe:

medium, (as in other places mediums have multiplied,) Mrs. Bush-
nell having left us some time since for Cincinnati.

About the time the rappings commenced through Mrs. Busline!!,

Miss Mary Cron-k was discovered to be a medium, and through her
and others, communications are still kept up.

Shortly after Mrs. Bushnell 's arrival, and while sitting for commu-
nications, at the house of G. W. Taylor, a young lady living in the

house, by the name of Christina Beail, was discovered *o be a me-
dium also. This young lady had never been under the influence of

human magnetism. She appeared to be a good -medium at the first.

She has since then, however, been frequently magnetized, and is at

present often magnetized by the invisible spirits; they use her body-

as giving physical force to them; or, in other words, the spirit acts

on her body the same as her own spirit, when she is in a normal
state ; consequently, they can 6peak through her organ of clay the

?ame as if they had one of their own,—an improvement on the rap-

pings, and this improvement and progression seems to "be going on
everywhere, which seems to correspond well with our ideas of pro-

gression.

Eternal progression seems to be the order of things; that our course

will be onward, and forever on, seems to be a self-evident fact, and
agrees so well with the harmony of nature's laws, that none should

Joubt.

^ The particulars of the commencement of the rappings with Mi6s
Christina Beail, are as follows: (this history I received from herself, as

related -to me in the presence of several clergymen, and others )
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She says that while living with Mrs. Taylcr, and during the time tfraif

Mrs. Bushnell was there and had sittings, she (Christina) and another
young lady, with some other company, were in a room, and tried to-

get up knocking? of their own, in jest; but they did not succeed in

getting very wise replies. She soon retired to her sleeping room>
and then the raps came in earnest, as follows. As customary, she?

knelt down to address a throne of grp.ee, and while thus kneeling the-

genuine raps commenced, right by her knees, jarred the floor, and al-

most frightened her to death; she jumped into bed. The other young
ladies heard it also, and were much alarmed ; finally, they gathered
sufficient courage to ask it questions. They were informed by it that

Christina was a medium; they also learned its name, and consider-

able other information. Since that time the spirits have communi-
cated, through her. at any hour, .day or night
Thus 1 have given a correct account of their rise in this place. The

further developments and p -ogress of these rappings, I shall try and;

lay before you as I have gathered them. Some of the facts have been.'

published through the pres«, and some have not. Jt is extremely
iifficult to get a regular chain of proceedings, as there has not been
a full account kept : but I shall be able to give you the principal

facts, though they may appear somewhat disconnected.

We give below some extracts from Pittsburgh papers, to. show th^

state of feeling existing at that time.

Distinguished arrivals are usually announced by the press, and we
deem it our duty to state that "the spirits ' have come! with all

their u mysterious knockings," rappings, &c, &<\ The medium by
which they communicate is a young German girl from a neighboring-

County, whose first "essay was in laying the disturbed spirits in a.

Iiaunted house in her neighborhood.

A number of firm believe s, skeptics, &c, met at a house in this,

city, on Friday evening, when several of the believers formed a kind

of magic circle around a table, all joining hands. The medium was
mesmerized, and after repeated calls, and the darkening of the room,

(by extinguishing the lights and placing a screen befare the fire,) a

slight tap under the table was heard, and answers made to questions

—silence designating ?w, and one or more raps yes.

As several anxious persons were in the adjoining room, the ques-

tion of admitting them was submitted to the spirits, and they decided
differently in different cases—decidedly l> black-balling " one lady

for want of faith. After those admitted had joined the circle, numer-
ous questions were auswered by rappings, until some one suggested
hat the magnetized lady might be affected by the cold—so she was,
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turned round, with her feet (which were placed on a pillow,) to the

tire, near the fender. On re-forming the circle, the raps no longer

proceeded from under the table, but were on and about the fender,

and on the wall at several places: but chiefly seemed located about

a foot or so above the mantel. Questions were answered with rapid-

ity ; but we have no means of judging of the accuracy of the replies
;

certain it is, that no new fact in science or theology was derived. The
snirits, as far as we could learn, lean towards the Swedenborgian
iioctrines. and evinced an opposition to the views of Fourier,—from
which we conclude that they are somewhat tinctured with conserva-

tism, in which case we shall turn them over to our neighbor of the

Gazette

!

We believe there will be some more experiments tried, which we
*hall endeavor to report as they occur.

Spiritual Phenomena.—The undersigned, having been engaged
for some time anxiously investigating certain manifestations in our

midst generally denominated ''spiritual rappings," believe that the

cause of truth and philosophy will be advanced by laying the follow-

ing statement of facts before the public. We should much rather

state facts of a higher nature, (and we have many such to state) but,

although perfectly convinced of them ourselves—having that interior

conviction, which earnest, attentive inquiry always imparts to the

mind—we fear that we cannot state them in such a manner, and with

such proofs, as to force conviction into the understandings of those

persons not particularly interested, and who are assailed with those
reasonable doubts which the extraordinary character of the subject

demands.
But lest it should be supposed that these revelations to us from the

spirit-world have not been consoling and satisfactory, on the whole,
we must state that the mass of the communications received have
been of the most pure and elevating character, and that almost
throughout we have felt the influence upon our hearts of the higher
and holier spheres. We are satisfied we have Deen communing with
good spirits, and faithful monitors.
As an illustration, we may state that on one occasion the spirit of

Dr. Parker, (an intimate friend, while on earth, of a gentleman pres-

ent,) on beii.g asked by his friend, " What shall I do to fulfil my
mission more truly on earth?"' gave this response, by the alphabet,
H Learn wisdom." Then again the alphabet was raled for, and this

sentence spelled out :
" You are doing wrong." This h:d reference

to a private matter, involving a question of morality, about which
the spirit had previously been mentally interrogated. The gentleman
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feels the force of the admonition, and is determined to be led by it.

To remove the slightest grounds for suspicion, we then formed a

complete circle of all in the room around the table, joining hands,

Mary Cronk and Mrs Bushneli being included. A case-knife was
then thrown from the mantel into the middle of the floor, a distance

of several yards—a book was thrown from a stand against the oppo-
site wall, and various articles tossed about in a very strange manner;
all the time a loud and muffled knocking being kept up, causing the

house to shake and the table and floor to jar and tremble.

Mary Cronk, one of the media, was tightly grasped by an invisible

hand around the ankle, and held in that position to the floor for some
time, which so terrified her that she was taken out of the room in a
fainting condition.

There is not in this case the slightest ground for suspicion of fraud

and collusion, as our two media were in the circle during the last

scene, with their hands tightly held. We will not for a moment sup-

pose that the charge of imposition will be alleged against any of the

others present, as they are all well known in this community—with
the exception of Mr. Joseph Ketler, of New Castle, Pa., whose char-

acter can be shown to be unexceptionable. The following persons
were present:—W. S. Courtney, Wm. H. Williams, (broker) Milo A.
Townsend, William M : Donald, Joseph Ketler, Mrs. Courtney, Mrs.
Bushneli, Mary Cronk and Caroline Cronk, all of whom are ready to

testify to the facts above related.

The occurrences of this evening will long be remembered by those

present, as of the most convincing character. Words cannot convey
an adequate idea of the impression made upon our minds. It was a
fearful revelation from the world of spirits, that cannot be mistaken,
and preaches to us, in a louder voice, of the degredation consequent
upon a life of evil, than a thousand sermons by tbe most eloquent di-

vines. At present we know not what system of truths may spring
•ut of these manifestations, but must say, that so iar, here and else-

where, the doctrine of eternal progression or development of all hu-
man souls, the lowest as well as the highest, seems to be taught by
these spiritual instructions.

Some may suppose that the foregoing statement contradicts that

idea. We think not. We wish, however, all the facts, to go before
the public, lhat they may deduce their own conclusions and form
tfieir own theories from them. It is very manifest that that these de-

velopments mean something. It is our place only to state the faets,

and not to present hypotheses. W. S. COURTLAND,
WM. MDONALD,
MILO A. TOWNSEND.
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Spiritual Manifestations.—A friend writes us as follows:—In a

former article I undertook to present some general views of the phi-

losophy of spiritual intercourse, and I felt at the same time a desire

to refer to some communications from the spirit-world, received here

and elsewhere, for the purpose of showing that there is something in

the matter that could not be set aside by mere declamation, but had

stopped short for fear of occupying too much of your space and time.

I shall now proceed to say what I then omitted.

In the New York Tribune of a late date, (and I merely refer to this

at random, having hundreds of such at hand,) an arttcle appeared,

over the signature of Charles Partridge, whose character is vouched

for by Mr. Greely. from which I make the annexed quotation :

—

" Raps were heard when I pointed to the name of a deceased brother,

son, and cousin, while pointing to these with my hand upon a large

dining table, it moved away from me eighteen inches or more. I

looked around and drew it back. Presently it moved again, as before.

I then got up, and upon examining the table and floor under, became
convinced that no person touched it, or had anything to do with its

being moved. Soon after this a terrible creaking noise commenced,
like the groans and creaking of a ship, that lasted ten or twelve

minutes. While this was being made, Mrs. Fish spoke and said it

was an unusual sound, and she did not know what it meant. I thought

it similar to the creaking of the Atlantic before its wreck on Fisher's

Island, in November, 1846, at which time I was on board of her.

—

This brought to my mind a lady that was then in my care, and was
lost. I added her name to my list. While writing her name quite a

shower of raps were heard, apparently all over the table. Mrs. Fish

inquired if I knew what it meant. I replied, ' I believe I do, but do

not wish to tell you, because it will afford me a better test.' After

the noise had ceased, I asked if the spirit wishing to communicate
bore the name I last wrote upon my list—it was answered by a simi-

lar shower of raps. Q. How many years is it since your death ? A.

Three full and one partial rap, signifying three years and a fraction

—

which was correct. Did it take place in ihe month of July, August.

September, October, November—raps were made while writing No-
vember, which was right. Will you rap if I make figures signifying

the day or days of the month l ' Yes.' I then wrote, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
;

26, 27, 28, 29. 30. Raps were made while 1 was writing 27 and 28,

and it was correct. 7 '

The writer of this, conversing with a spirit, had a most unequivocal
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and distinct reference made to a letter, then in his pocket, which he
had never shown to any one. And this was not the fancy merely,
but a reference altogether unmistakable, of which I can satisfy any
person who is sufficiently interested in the subject to take the trouble
to call upon me.
A respectable clergyman called, on business with Mr. T. Some

few persons were having a sitting, and he laughingly took his seat
among the rest, having no faith in the matter, as he alleges. After
having been informed by the raps that there was a spirit present ready
to communicate with him, he asked, " Is it a friend V' " Yes.' ; " A
very dear friend?" "Yes." "Is it a Christian friend?" " Yes."
" Is it a relative ?" " No." " Is it a Christian minister ?" " Yes."
"Is it the Rev. Dr. ?" The questions were all correctly an-
swered; not all put down here only, but all that were asked. The
one solitary negative in the midst of a string of affirmatives, struck
the gentleman with great force. No person present had ever heard
of the deceased. Many questions of a scientific nature were put,

and answered correctly, and upon a branch of knowledge with which
no person present was familiar, and which served completely to

identify the spiritual friend
; they having been in the habit of con-

versing much upon the same subject when they were both in this

sphere.

A lady had the following conversation with a spirit. "Are you
the spirit of my mother?" " Yes." " Where were you born?" " In

England. " Where did you die ?" " In New York."* " How many
children have you living?" " Three." " How many that have de-

parted from this sphere?" "Four." "'What disease did you die

of?" Here a number of diseases were named, and negative responses
given to all. " Was it consumption?" "Yes." " Could you read
and write on earth?" " No." This was put as a complete test, as

the lady avers she had never mentioned the fact to any one in Pitts-

burgh. At this sitting there were none present but Mrs. T., Christina,

and the interrogator, and the two first had certainly no knowledge of

the facts brought out thus. The lady came a skeptic, and without

any intention of seeking an interview—this was purely accidental

—

and went away a firm believer.

The foregoing are a few among the number of similar revelations

from the spirit-world, that is, those of an ordinary kind, for the higher,

more impressive, and convincing ones, are private, and therefore too

sacred for the public eye. I, however, deeply feel the inadequacy
of verbal statements to convey correct impressions of the reality, for

there are a thousand minutiae evolved in the course of these investi-

gations, which, though impossible to be traced out by the pen are yet
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in the mass entirely convincing to such as wish to receive the truth

One one occasion referred to above, where the reference was made
to the letter, I was alone with Mrs. Bushnell, the medium, and used

an A B C card, pointing to the letters, instead of repeating them, ae

is customary, and the card was held with the face turned from her.

go that she could not possibly see it, and besides, she was all the

time busily engaged in reading a book that she had found upon the

table, and to which she was so strongly att:acted that she scarcely

averted her eyes during the entire sitting. In this way one half of a

letter sheet was spelled out. These things, many will no doubt say.

are unimportant, but I ask how are they to be explained 1 Let us not

despise the day of small things. The mightiest growths of time are

-from such small seeds that vain man, with his head among the stare,

cannot perceive them. We are now in the A B C of spiritual lore,

the mere rudiments, we must be patient until we progress into the

higher branches. In every new department of human knowledge,
how simple are the beginnings! A few unmeaning facts are collect-

ed. The ignoramus asks

—

'" What does all this mean ?w The phi-

losopher says—" Wait awhile and you will see. ;7 After a few more
revolutions of the wheel of Eternal Progression, and a few more
reverberations of the " globe's rude thundering, on forever on ;" ad-

ditional facts are brought to light, unmeaning in themselves, but the

philosophers joins thern to the previous ones, and, behold ! these ap-

parently dumb, unspeaking facts become the very hieroglyphics of

the Celestial Kingdom, and are read off like a volume oi Heavenly
Truth. This is the language which Swedenborg says " involves in a
few expressions more than a man can describe by some pages." It

is stated by our opponent of the Visitor, that the majority of the at-

tempts to commune with spirits, are failures, and the answers erro-

neous. This is utterly a mistake. From my observation, 1 am con-
vinced that every person who honestly and sincerely seeks commu-
nion with spirits under circumstances at all favorable, and that con-
dition is not hard to secure, will be gratified. I have known but

few failures, where but slight attention was paid to making the con-
ditions favorable.

[Editorial Correspondence of the Uniontown (Pa.) Democrat.]

SPIRITUAL COMMUNICATIONS.

Dear Sir,—You say you are a believer in the spirituality of the
4< manifestations ;?—so is every free and able mind who has given
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attention to the subject. For the last two months, I, with ray famih
and friends, have been in daily and almost hourly communication
with the spirits of the next sphere, through the medium, principally,

of Mrs. Bushnell, though several other media are and have been in

Lhis city. You are, perhaps, aware that, previous to Mr. Austin r
s

death, he and I had agreed that whoever should pass first into the
next sphere, should find the means of corresponding with the other,

and thus attest the fact of the world of spirits bein^ inter-diffused in

and among us in the natural world—instruct and assure him in and
of spiritual law and life, and vouchsafe all the information and in-

struction on those various topics of spiritual existence, which so very
deeply engaged our attention and study here, which it might be iiL

his power to give.

About six weeks after Mr. Austin's death, t received a message
from him through Mr. Sunderland's medium in Boston, to this effect
;c Tell Brother Courtney 1 have not forgotten my promise; I will re-

spond to him in Pittsburgh soon, without fail.'
7 About one month

afterwards Mrs. Bushnell visited this city upon my invitation, then

an entire stranger to her, and made my residence her home. Mr. A.

says he influenced me to write to her; and influenced her, contrary to

the importunate objections of all her friends in Cincinnati, contrary

to all pecuniary advantages and prospects, to come here an entire

stranger, in order that he might, .through her, communicate with me,
Her visit to Pittsburgh has been a matter of surprise to herself and

all her friends. Yet it has turned out, when all is duly explained,

for the advantage, spiritual and earthly, of all concerned. Hundreds

have been assured of the reality of those spiritual manifestations,

through the sittings at my house; and every candid mind who has-

sincerely sought the truth, and has had no pecuniary interests to sub-

serve, hae been fully satisfied of their truth. Nor have 1 yet seen a

single rational objection come from any one who has. to any extent^

investigated the phenomena.
Spirits are clairvoyant and intuitional ; and when they come to *

person they read over his whole memory or " Book of Life," and

are cognizant of his most secret ways and thoughts, and can accu-

rately determine his exact quality. They "search the reins and try

the heart,"—they not only see his motives and purposes, his lusts,

loves, schemes and machinations, but the actions that will be ultima-

ted or follow from their indulgence. In this way my mind has been

searched by Mr. Austin ; and without even having breathed a sylla-

ble or thought to mortal, have had my states of mind opelled out to

me with proper admonitions, remonstrances and instructions. So it

is with others, who I have seen grow pale with fright and astonish-
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metit, at the fearful revelations, &c. Moreover, our spiritual moni-

tors and guides have been sent by us to explore the minds of others,

friends or foes, just as a good clairvoyant would trace out the mind
and condition ot a person at a distance, and returning have kept us

advised of their tt. oughts and intentions, whether good or bad. What
is more wonderful is their pievoyance; for I have had the particulars

and events of the following day told me the evening previous and

which, in every instance, came unfailingly true.

How far into the future this prevoyant power reaches, I am unable

to state, because, I have not yet experienced the future, but it has

been drawn out and portrayed in living colors by visual representa-

tions made to Mrs. Bushnell in the spiritual trance, induced by Mr.

Austin. When any important instruction or information was to be

imparted, the dilatory and tedious process of communicating by the

alphabet was superceeded, Mr. A. magnetizing Mrs. B., (a thing of

daily occurrence) and inducing upon her a vision representative of

the information he wished to impart,—those familiar with the vision*

or " Memorable Relation^' of Swedenborg will understand this

picture or correspondent language,—then, after ihus representing

it to her, and making her describe it, he would look at my mind to

iee if I had got an adequaie idea of it, and then by means of the

alphabet spell out an affirmation, correction, amendation, &c. of it
?

as the case might be. I have many of those representative visions,

highly instructive and edifying. In order that you may have a clear

idea of them, I have copied one, with the circumstances under which,

it was given.

One evening I had magnetized a young gentleman, at my house,

with Mrs. B., in order to develope his spiritual vision, and directed

his perception to Mr. Austin. He described it accurately, although

he had never seen or known him, and talked with him in thought.

After many other experiments, I requested him to ask Mr. Austin to

make him see a vision. He said he would, and that he would make
him see a vision representative of the " Frailty of Human Life.

: '

Mr. Austin then stood before him, looking healthy, cheerful and hap-

py. Suddenly he commenced to swell hideously, and look horrid

—

his face became flushed and red, choked and crimson, (representing

appoplexy, of which Mr. A. died,)—his body continued toswell untii

it burst, when it was found full of worms eating and des rroying it,

during which time a beautiful bird of paradise (representing his

spirit,) was seen to hover over and around the body—the worms
continued eating his body until nothing was left but a dry skeleton,

which soon wasted away to dust, and was blown to the four winds.

On looking after the bird, he found it flying on, and on, and on, woti}
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it entered a warm and balmy climate, and a most delightful country-,
when it perched and rested upon a tree bearing at once the most
fragrant blossoms and the richest fruit. On looking beneath the tree
lie was suprised again to see Mr. Austin, looking brighter and hap-
pier than ever, and on watching him, he commenced to ascend, with
others, a smooth and flowery mountain, (representing progression,)
i:p whose fragrant ascent thousands and millions of happy spirits

were slowly progressing, and now as they ascended, circle by circle.

they became fewer and brighter, until they were lost to view in the
distant and sunny summit. Call these dreams if you please; thev
are pregnant and apt with meaning, and tell or typify the reality bet-
ter than mortal language, oral or printed.

ThLs. in a vision, my whole life has been portrayed to me. the
truth of which, of course, has to be proved by the future unrolling
itself into the present.

On last Tuesday a company of us projected a visit to the Allegheny
Cemetery. Mr. Austin said he would accompany us and magnetize
Mrs. Bushnell in the cemetery. Mrs. Courtney has a sister buried
there, from whom we have had almost daily communications, and
she also said she would accompany us. Mr. A. promised to mag-
netize Mrs. B. at this sister's grave. When going, Mr. A. conversed
with us, in the omnibus, and at my office, and when we reached the

grounds. After wandering some hours through them, inspecting the

monuments, &c. we neared the sister's grave, which had been pur-

posely concealed from Mrs. B., and ascending a little rising ground,
home person came up behind Mrs. B. and laid their hands upon her

shoulders, and she, conceiving it was some of the company, turned
suddenly round, but saw the rest of the company at a distance of

eight or ten rods. She became somewhat alarmed, and found herself

rapidly sinking into the mesmeric trance, when she discovered that

it was Mr. A., and that here was the grave of Ellen; she saw then
into all the graves and coffins," some freshly laid in them, some en-

tirely decayed, and some only partially, old men and women, young
men and infants—and upon withdrawing her vision from the graves,

and directing it obliquely upwards, she saw the most indescribably

beautiful scenery, and in the midst of it numberless beautiful and
happy spirits, and among them Eliza, who looked with disdain down
at her tomb,—and Mr. A. stood there, and pointed out to her the con-

trast between earth's scenery and graves, and tears, and that spiritual

kingdom, of which he was then an inhabitant. 1 was then standing

leaning against a marble slab, and Mrs. Bushnell a few feet from it,

when Mr. Austin' rapped successively and distinctly upon it, near m)
«jar.
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But I must draw this long letter to a close. Mrs. B. left us on last

Wednesday for Cincinnati. Upon accompanying her to my office,

with Mr, McDonald, Mr. Townsend. and others, Mr. Austin spelled

out to me, after much affectionate greeting, " I am now at peace
with all the world—I am with you always, even until death—peace

be unto you—Farewell. "'

An arrangement, however, has been made, by which, whenever 1

wish to be informed of anything relating to the study and philosophy

ol spiritual life, I am, by an internal desire, to lequest Mr. A. to in-

struct me in this matter, when he immediately goes to Mrs. B., and
impresses it upon her in a vision, or spells it out, and she mails it to

me. I have no medium in the house now, although the sounds are

occasionally through Mrs. C, who has been rendered somewhat sus-

ceptible to the magnetic influences, yet they appear to be involuntary

or uncontrollable, and consequently cannot respond to the alphabet,

though sometimes they promptly answer questions.

With regard to a medium in your tarns, I shall have to write you
again. There are media everywhere, if the proper care was taken
to develope them.

Affectionately, your obedient servant,

W. S. COURTNEY,
Pittsburgh, May 3, 1851.

STATEMENT OF SARAH W. TAYLOR.

Having had considerable experience and opportunity of examining
and observing the Rappings or Spiritual Manifestations, which have
taken place at my house, through the medium of Christina and Mrs.
Bushnell latterly, and of Miss Mary Cronk some time since, I am
able, and do make, the following statements, in regard to them, which
I am willing to swear to, viz.:

It is now upwards of two months since 1 first heard them through
the medium of Miss Cronk. In her presence they are loud, distinct,

and satisfactory—made on the floor, on the table, on the mantel, on
the wall, on the fender, or wherever else they are directed to be made
by any one present. They would change from place to place, arf de-
sired ; they are not made by her feet, because pillows have been
placed under her feet, and the knocks made in answ*er to questions.
On one occasion, she complained of cold feet, and I wrapped two
warm brick rolled in a blanket, and put them under her feet, still the

noises were heard. The noises have frequently been made on the

mantel and wall when she was sitting in front of the fire. In regani
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to Christina, my experience has been more extensive, having beea
acquainted with her, and until latterly, she has lived in my family
several months ; I, and all that know her intimately, have entire con-
fidence in her honesty, sincerity, truthfulness and modesty. She was
discovered to be a medium while living with me. Through her,

during her stay in my house, we received daily communications from
what we believe to be spirits. Through her, communications have
been spelled out that have surprised the company, and not at all an-
ticipated by any person prest. nt, and not at all within the knowledge
of the medium, relating to things she knew nothing about, and from
spirits she never heard of. Entire strangers have visited her and had
communications of the most satisfactory and convincing kind, she not
knowing or ever having heard of the parties. Those kr ocks have
been made on the tables, floors, walls, of every room in the house.
They are made on the walls when she is standing near it, or when
she is lying in bed. They are made on the floor when she is at her
work, sewing or washing, and on one occasion I had a communi-
cation spelled out on the floor near where she stood, while at the

wash tub. They are made on the table while she sits off from it,

not touching it, or it being touched by any person. They have been
made on the floor when her feet have been held in the lap of another lady,

and while her knees were held ; they have also been made on the chair

she sat on, and on the sofa, or wherever she might be they are made
on the nearest object to her. A great variety of communications have
been spelled out through her from a number of spirits, and tunes

have been correctly rapped, so that we could recognize the tune and
sing with the rapping, they keeping time It is not morally possible

that we are deceived. I have heard dozens of raps at once, and all

different sounds, purporting to be from a great number of spirits pre-

sent, old and young.
With regard to Mrs. Bushnell, we have frequently had communi-

cations through her, in her room, where she received visitors, and at

the dinner table, from the spirits of friends, acquaintances and rela-

tions, altogether unknown to her. They have been made on the

dinner table so as to jar it and all the dishes, &c, when neither she

nor any one else was touching it. From my acquaintance with her I

have entiie confidence in her honesty, integrity, sincerity and mod-
esty, both as a lady of superior intelligence, and also of extreme
morality.

I have been to hear Mr. Burr lecture and experiment on the sub-

ject, and can safely state that the knocks made by him are not at all

like those made by the spirits, differing from them in every particu-

lar. The sounds made by him are hard and concussive, but those
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made by the spirits are 6oft and muffled, somewhat like throwing an

India rubber ball against the floor or wall, and of great variety, every
spirit having a different sound.

SARAH W. TAYLOR.

STATEMENT OF MRS. S. PARKER.

I have frequently visited the house of Mrs. Taylor, and had many
occasions of witnessing and hearing the " spirit rappings," as they

are called, made through the medium of Christina. I have through

her received many communications purporting to be from the spirits

of my deceased relatives and friends, that are to me entirely satisfac-

tory. I have communications from the spirits of some of my rela-

tives, touching matters within their knowledge and mine only, and a

knowledge of which could not possibly have been attained by the

medium. The noises were made on the table as loud as could be
made with the knuckles, making the table jar and vibrate, and this,

too, when Christina sat back from the table, without touching it, or it

being touched by any person present. From my acquaintance with
Christina I have full confidence in her honesty and good faith, and
believe that she is altogether incapable of deceiving in this matter,

and if she was, I do not think it possible for her to have done so on
those occasions. S. PARKER.

CHRISTINA'S AFFIDAVIT.

State or Pennsylvania,
City of Pittsburgh,

Personally appeared before me, an Alderman in and for the said

city, Christina Beail, who, upon oath, said : That she is a medium of

spiritual communications, and has been such for the last four months,
during which time she has been in the daily and almost hourly habit
of sitting for responses from the spirit world— that the knocks are

made on the table, floor, wall, or upon the nearest object to where-
ever she maybe

—

that she does not produce them in any way herself,

nor are the communications that are frequently made, at all known
to her, previously to their being made—that she dees not know how
they are made, unless by spirits, and that she believes they are made
by spirits—that they rap on the table or wall when she is not touching
ihem, and sitting several feet off from them

—

that they are made
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while silting, standing, or lying, and while engaged at work of con-
versing

—

that xhey rap when her hands, knees, and feet are tied or
held, as has been frequently tried

—

that they have moved the table,

chairs, &c ,
in her presence, when no one touched them—that scores

of persons whom she never knew, have, through her medium, com-
municated with spirits she never knew or heard of—that her will h&s
nothing to do with the production of the sounds, and that she cannot
control them—that they come when they please and go when they
please

—

that while Mr. Courtney was writing this statement, they
were heard on the floor, on the wall, and on the table

—

that she has
heard the raps produced by Mr* Burr, and that the raps heard in her
presence are not at all like them, differing in every way

—

that the raps

made by different spirits are different, and much louder than thofe

made by Mr. Burr

—

that they have advised her to keep out of Mr,
Burr's way—that he is not to be relied on.

CHRISTINA BEAIL.
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 23d May, 185).

John A. Parkinson* Alderman.

STATEMENT OF O. S. FOWLER. PHRENOLOGIST.

Friend Courtney,—T gladly comply with your request to tell you
what I know respecting the spirit rappings, and Burr's pretended
exposure of th ?m. I heard these rappings in New York, in connec-
tion with the Foxes, last summer, and have heard others this spring

in Pittsburgh. I have also heard Burr's noises. The latter are no
more like the former than a church bell is like a Scotch fiddle. Mr.
Burr's raps are obvious cracks of the fingers or other joints, or such

raps as any one can make ; whereas these are inimitable. I said at

nrst, and I repeat now, no human agency can imitate these raps, nor

even machinery, for that would prevent the variety now observed.

—

You wish facts; I give you what I have seen and heard :—At one sit-

ting, Christina, the medium, was sitting at least two feet from the

table, and her feet at least two feet from those of the table. No other

one was in the room except Mrs. Taylor, whose feet were also turned

from the table, with sometimes her hand, sometimes her elbow on

the table, but most of the time not touching it. I alone touched that

table.

I heard the raps louder and more numerous than I had ever heard

ihem before, sometimes in response to mental questions, sometimes

to written ones. Now who made these raps 1 Underneath that floor
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in which the table stood wasnothing but dirt. I examined the table,

and .can swear that there was no machinery under, in, upon or about

die tabic—can swear that no other person but myself touched it, and
'

yet J felt its vibrations as distinctly as 1 ever felt any vibrations in

rny life.

The table vibrated with every rap,—one of my feet were on the

table leg—my foot alone touched that table. These raps I did not

make, and yet that table vibrated Could Christina, sitting two feet

from the table, produce these vibrations? These vibrations were not

on the floor, the others were on the table's leg. If these vibrations trad

their origin in the floor my o her foot would have felt them. Christina

did not make these rap-. Mrs. Taylor could not make them, nor would
she if she could, for she is a true, trusty woman. I did not make
:hem ; no other living human being was in the room, and yet they

were made. C. Chauncey Burr, who made them?
Besides, phrenologically considered, Chris'.i :a is a perfectly honest

girl. Not one head'do I examine in a month wiih as large an organ

cf Conscientiousness as she possesses. Her head is that of a down-
right honest girl, utterly incapable, either intellectually or morally, of

trickery. If such a head were to attempt tricks they would be per-

fectly transpaie.i', for she has not sufficient acuteness to carry out a well

concerted plan ot deception. If Burr's conscience is half as large as

Christina's, phrenologically or practically, then my eyes deceive me,
for Burr has a very heavy base to his brain ; Christina a very heavy
top head.

Burr's entire lecture did not contain one iota of evidence to dis«

prove the Rochester knockings. True he made noises, though they

were utterly unlike the spirit rappings, and if they had been exact

imitations, that would no more prove the non-existence of the spirit

rappings than the existence of bogirs proves the non-existence of

genuine coin.

In Burr's whole manner, as I read it, there was not an open, ear-

nest, manly investigation, and defence of truth. If he had been ac-

tuated by a sincere love of truth, and desire to propagate it, his entire

manner would have been different—would have had more heart, anil

less attempted oratory; more actual, less apparent interest; more
pathos, less bathos. His entire manner struck me as that of a special

pleader, not a developer of truth. His reference to Pr. Ackley, of

Cleveland, is singularly unfortunate, for Ackley is behind the age in

everything, and his opposition I regard as a sure proof of truth. Let
C. Chauncey Burr look out, for if this matter be from the spirit world \

its authors will soon take care of him.
In thus casting my influence in favor of the rappings, I do simply
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what my fullest convictions of truth and duty oblige me to do. 1

testify, solely by a love of truth, and a willingness to sacrifice, if need
be, in its behalf.

O. S. FOWLER •

Pittsburgh. May 22, 1851.

In addition to the foregoing certificates, I am willing to testify on
oath to the following facts :—That I have heard those raps made en
the table, wall, door or mantel, when no one was near, or touched
them. I have seen the table moved when no one touched it, and the
room light enough to see all objects in it. That objects and articles

had been thrown about when all in the room had joined hands.

—

That the knocks are made when 18 feet from the medium, or any
one else, and I have been in the daily habit of getting communica-
tions spelled out at that distance, when no one was present but myself
and the medium. That I have seen sentences spelled out when the

medium was asleep in her chair, or engaged in reading or writing,

or in conversation with others. That I have heard and felt the raps
made on the top of my hat, when held in the presence of the media,
and have so received communications. That the alphabet has been
recited by third persons mentally and without pointing to the letter,

when direct or unequivocal answers were spelled out to mental inter-

rogatories. That communications wholly unexpected, and beyond
the knowledge of the medium, have been spelled out, and purporting

to be frcm spirits that none cf the company thought of at the

lime. That almost all the communications that I have received hare
been highly intelligent and instructive, and always correctly spelled.

That a word which the medium was in the habit of spelling wrongly
was spelled rightly by the spirit. That ingrammaticisms of which
the medium was guilty were corrected by the spirits. That matters
disagreeable to the medium and the paities communicating, have
been spelled out, causing all great anxiety, trouble and difficulty.

—

Peculiar instances of this kind, within my experience, would of

themselves, beyond all doubt, settle the question of the integrity and
good faith of all present.

Respectfully, yours &c,
W. S, COURTNEY.

[We have been obliged, for want of space, to abridge Mr. Couit-

ney's statement.]
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[We give below the statement of the Rev. Samuel Williams, of

Pittsburgh.]

I hereby certify, that during the month of April last, I happened

in at Mr. Taylor's, on Penn street, one evening, an entire stranger te

the phenomena of Animal Magnetism, Clairvoyance, Biology, &c.,

when a circle was being formed for UiJ purpose of hearing nppings.

Bein^ invited to a seat, in company with some half dozen or more

—ofessin" Ci-^tians, and not being disposed to run away from any

scientific experiment,Vended to witness the ocurrences of the

evening. . . -,

A young lady present soon passed irUo \he n3pn^!
ic sle?P' a

^
upon being touched, would reply to any questions^, 10

_
mi" i

,

put to her. She was asked if she saw any spirits, or
n
j

ei
^
on

,

s °

the body. She replied that she did, and proceeded to des^
ten persons, mostly children; some of them were children of parerfS

present, who afterwards received responses from them by way of raps.

She described an old man standing by me, who, she said, was very

anxious to communicate with me. Immediately I began to cast

about to see who amonir my deceased friends would answer her de-

scription. I hoon thought of Dr. Charles Wheeler, and continued to

think of him until she had passed out of the sleep, and several others

had asked questions and received answers either in affirmative raps,

or spelled out by the alphabet. Then I asked if the person whom
"ifie i x<iy had seen by me were a friend of mine. A raj), loud and
distinct, yet cuoo.-Jru^k- soft, was heard about the middle of a large
dining table. I next asked if he wero a relative. There was no an-
swer. Next, if he were a Christian friend? An answer cai.n, „3

-before. A Christian minister'? The rap was more loud and distinct.

Then, is it &f>G&3flS3. Wheeler?- when three or for.r raps anticipated

my expression.

Astounded at this, believing no one in the room knew Mr. Wheeler,
or of his death, I paused for a minute or two, and then asked if he
valued and loved the truths he formerly preached in life. A reply

came as before. I then asked if he had the exalted views of the

divinity of Christ which were held by most Christians. The answer
was as before. I could detect no fraud in any present, nor suspeot

any one of dishonest)-.

A few evenings after the first affair, I designedly went to witness

more of what might be heard, with my mind fully convinced that the

phenomena were reducible to the laws of magnetism and electricity,

without particular moral character, and determined that I would ex-

(E)
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ercise all vigilance to discover fraud, if any should be practised. The^
table was examined. The medium left the circle during part of the
time, and all present seemed to be honest enquirers, arid yet all vigi-

lant to delect frau I.

On this occasion, I proceeded to ask whether the law cf magnet-
ism, so weli known, called the ci-cular form, or shoe helixes, w as-

one of the conditions of this develop ^ent. The response was in the
affirmative. Whether a current of electricity could pass from mind
to mind upon atmospheric conductors, and com mAYVCatT?^^u <rht ',-

dependent of arbitrary language, as upon^ne"" telegraph c wires? A
response in the ajfirrnjjiiytf jggg »i.. n Whether time and space
xvere not annihij^j by lhe rapi( j fljgnt of the wonderful agency, by
which one mi,^ conveys infoimation to other minds, with whom it

is intimate^.
af.qr,amt ed, or to whom affectionately united in friend-

^^•^ArBrmatively answered.

One verse was sung by one of the company, the time correctly

beaten by the rapping agency, and then the notes of the Fame tune-

were- distinctly rapped "by t
l
ie agent, who professed to be Doctor.

Wheeler. .

I asked several other questions of a scientific cnaracter, involving

6ome of tho?e laws above referred to, knowing he was ardent in the

pursuit of that kind of knowledge when living, which were answered

in lhe affirmative.

I make th se statements as facts, winch I witnessed, if 1 can **»*

my own senses.
§ WILLIAMS

PittxhvrghL, May 21, 1851.

Friend Courtney,—According to my.-proimss,-! nave hastily,

drawn up a few farts .elating to the phenomena known as " Spiritual

Manifestations or Rappings, ;? which, if added to the evidence already

given to the publie, may have a tendency to cause those persons who;

have not had an opportunity of investigating for themselves, to prove,

before they reject these strange (and to many unnatural) niamtes-

tations, as the' result of collusion or cunningly devised tricks My:

own experience, together with that of my family, have satisfied me-

most conclusively that the raps and other manifestations which I have

heau and seen in your house, at the residence of Charles R J ay lor,

on Perm street, at the houses of Mr. Savory, Mr. Walker, and else-

where, as well as at my own dwelling, were not made by ihe hands,

(

feet, knuckles, or knee joints, of any one present, and am tully con-

vinced that it is more philosophic to impute the cause of the sounds!
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matters, sometimes answering by raps, sometimes using the alphabet.
Il was in anoyance a* follow*?:

1
Spirit is the great positive of all existence, and matter the great

negative. There is an elemental difference' between matter and
spirit. Electricity and magnetism are always connected tviih matter,
and belong to it. The dwufyig link be ween matter and mind is between
magnetism ai.d v talit^

Theie are different degrees of refinement in the electrical am
magnetic media. Chemical affinities are electrical and magi etic.

—

Cohesion and gravitation also de| end on similar principles."
•The time has not yet come when the true philosophy may be ex-

plained, but will soon. Investigation and experience will hasten
it on

' Kepulsim in nature is caused by stronger attraction. The as-
cension of a balloon from the earth is a fair illustration o{ the prrn-

. ciple ot repulsion.
1 Everything in the universe takes its' appropriate place by virtue

!of its elemental affi lilies, and can occupy no other place, without
^changing the relation of i:self and every other body in exitenee.

''ine earth and every other heavenly body is caused to move in
lis ai.)pio| nate orbit by the united action of every other body in ex*
tsTenct^uYiu C.\aniH;t be made come in contact with other bodies; for

t.-e combining Tsillnences of all the separate bodies mark out sen^-"
rate paths for each.

.

•Thought is mental motion, and i* conveyed from one minct to

another Uiruu"h an intenneduue .«>o.i;n-. wi;..)- « ou t in motion by

this mental action. This medium, in its refinement =Ttes Leiden

the nervous medium and, spirit, and exists in every degree of renne-

raent. from the nervous tluid to spirit.

'Clairvoyance consists in insulating the mind of the subject, and

in proportion as the .nitidis brought into clear contact with ti.e higher

refinements of this medium, will the subject become clear-sighted.'

Lai**r, Ilt,., May 16, 1851.

' Ma. Sundhu.ano.—I have seen many old things passing away

;

and now the wonder with me is, how they ever became established

in the minds of men. And in the general pasnng away of old

things, is the terror of the areat
t: King of Terrors." Death. Blessed

be the God of progress, I think unbelief is growing weak, in this vi-

cinity respecting spiritual manifestations. The opposers are mute on

the subject j and some read, and others enquire. Spirit visitations

have corne near us, and we have promise of more soon

Yours, in friendship, JOHN H. MUDGETT.
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Dundee, Iix., June 24, 1851

M* VVor d hS got snch a lying set of .camps ,n it, .1 » r.o grea,

„*"'<*. o„| he™ and titer, wete east looked fo,
_ ^ fl

^.TJSi-Vv^"pW« racing to hint while doing up good

SlaVontlUXlooV < -n. be spirits-h-« »-«»* *~ cor

mumcations? >j R
'

RQtflNSON.

Kenosha. Wis., June i^.^
j

Deau SiR.-There are some nine good mediumsjfj^ tf%&

-re"enabled 'to receive communications from the J^intual world

have m^ovf received spiritual manifestations Ernest every hour tr

I am awake, for the last two weeks, LWfe soul cheering promJJ

for future devpJnma^iiU-^^--*-*-*"^'

„ " TfmirTii" prrifnllr J.S.RANDALL

Nantucket. Mass. June 22, 1851.

Dear Sir,—There are six mediums on this Island.' Wonder:
communications have been received, and physical force manifest?

which have astonished ail .vho have witnessed it. Very many belie

the manifestations to be from the spirits of depart- frionv
,

.». -

Kei-peciiuiJV. yours.
" PHEBE ANDREWS.

Utica, N.Y., June 23, 1851.

Friend Sundertand,—We are upon good terms with the spir

here. We have the " sounds," li writing,'' and a variety, of physic

manifestations. My wife has been moved while in her chair, by t

spirits. Your friend forever,*
T. A. HOLT.

(*)
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